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Professor
Georgian Technical University

THE SEARCH FOR A LAND ROUTE CONNECTING EUROPE AND
INDIA THROUGH THE CAUCASUS IN THE ERA OF LOUIS XIV

SULKHAN-SABA ORBELIANI, JEAN RICHARD AND THE
NORTHERN COAST OF THE BLACK SEA

Abstract
The article discusses the strategic efforts of Safrandia during the reign of Louis XIV to find an
alternative land route to India and Persia. Special attention is paid to the potential corridor
leading to Persia through the northern coast of the Black Sea, Circassia, Samegrelo and Kartli.
It is shown that the visit of the Georgian diplomat Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani to France was not
limited to religious-political issues, but was also connected with French geostrategic interests.
The French diplomat Jean Richard considered Orbeliani as an authoritative homme de pays,
who could support French interests in the Caucasus.
Keywords: Louis XIV; French Eastern Policy; Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani; Jean Richard;
Caucasus; Black Sea; Persia.
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Murman Papashvili

Doctor of Historical Sciences,

Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

ORBELIANI’S DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIES AT THE FRENCH
EMBASSY IN CONSTANTINOPLE

Abstract

Based on primary sources, the article examines the diplomatic activities carried out by
Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani during his seventeen-month stay at the French embassy in
Constantinople (January 1715 — June 1716). As a diplomat distinguished by a strong sense of
responsibility toward the commitments he had undertaken, Sulkhan-Saba regarded the
fulfillment of the oral agreement reached in Versailles and Rome—namely, that he would wait
in Constantinople for the French missionaries in order personally to accompany them and
establish this “special mission” in Western Georgia—as a matter of prestige for his diplomatic
mission.

The successful accomplishment of this objective was directly connected with the
development of a new stage in Georgia’s European foreign policy, a process that began for the
first time in Georgian-European diplomacy through Sulkhan-Saba’s extraordinary embassy.
Guided by this awareness and these impressions, the Georgian diplomat remained at the French
embassy in Constantinople until Versailles and Rome fulfilled their promises.

However, the seventeen-month wait in Constantinople and the failure of Sulkhan-
Saba’s mission under changing political circumstances clearly demonstrated that Georgia’s
European policy had shifted from a position of primary importance to the background, though
this did not mean a final abandonment of the country’s Western orientation. The foreign policy
objectives pursued by Georgia in the subsequent period further confirmed this continuity.

Keywords: Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani; Georgia; France; diplomatic mission; Georgian
diplomacy; European foreign policy; French missionaries.
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SULKHAN-SABA ORBELIANI’S DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN
EUROPE: HISTORICAL, CULTURAL, AND POLITICAL
DIMENSIONS

Abstract
The article discusses the diplomatic mission of Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani to Europe. Special
attention is paid to the historical, cultural and political aspects of the mission. The paper
examines the role of Christianity in shaping European political and cultural identity.

According to the paper, European identity was formed on the basis of Christian values, which
determined the issues of political legitimacy, legal order and cultural unity. Georgia's historical
ties with the European world were also discussed in this context, which Georgian figures had
been developing for a century. In turn, Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani's diplomatic mission also relied
on Christianity as a strategic issue for establishing Georgia's ties with the European world.
The presented research methods combine historical and comparative analysis. The historical
method describes the history of the formation of the European political and cultural space,
taking into account the role of the church, and the letters and works of Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani
are presented as a document based on common Christian values, cultural proximity and
historical memory. According to the comparative analysis, Georgia is presented as a bridge
between the Eastern and Western Christian worlds.
The results of the study confirm that Christianity played a decisive role in the unity of the
European space, and for Georgia, it was the main argument in terms of civilizational relations.
Sulkhan-Saba's mission to Rome and France shows how religious and cultural values can be
used to strengthen the strategic position of the state. His legacy is an important resource for
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understanding Georgia's European identity, demonstrating the importance of value-based
arguments for small states.

Overall, the study emphasises the importance of religion, culture and values in understanding
Georgia's European orientation.

Keywords: Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani, Georgia, European identity, Christianity, diplomacy.
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36393500560 0LEGHMOOWM-3030C0DBHEOYOO 3MIM(39LOL FJIR0S S S5 TbMEIME
056589000M39 3m0E03MM0 5OBY3560L 36 300.

39Ms 5oLy, LEbob-Lods MMIGE0s6oL 93MM3Mo O3 MIsGHomMo  doboy,
9809599350 3MW0GH03MM0 F99ago0L F9BOMMWMdOLS, 85063 HoMBs@gdmwo
04m 5 LdgoMmM39wml 93MM3e LsdgsMmMUBMD IsbEIMIdOL MoEEIMBsEHO0Z3MdS
Do6dmoBobo.

8993900
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Pomdmygbowo 33930l 990pg00 5ILGHVMGOL LEHYol 303mmgbsl, Mmool
dobgz0ms3 JMHoLEH0BMds FoMTmoaqbl Lods®mzgumli 93MMm3mo 0IbEH®dOL
oLEAMOOME 5 3Mmb393GHOME dOOMZL, bmem LrEbsb-Lsds MmMdYE0sbo 53
0©96@Md0L GOMN-9M0 Y39 B 295HOIOME S LOLEJINE BMOHTIMWOMYdL SHEIBL
5QM97)o dngmbmwo g3mgol 3mbEgdu@do.

33930 890939© 06, MMA 930M30L 3 0E03M0 Hgucmogol Bs3MYsE0dgds
9995 Lo3mbggddo  MIMsm©  9dbgdm®s  JOOLE0BME  gy0E0ds30sL,
L5FONEGIM0Z BMOTGOLS S LOTdMEIE GHI0SbMBSL. LodsGN3ggEml IV Lowy3bgdo
39J60LEGH0569ds, d00gdMwo Jggagdol dobggzom, 56 (oMmdmoygbos Fbmmwme
903006 5JBL, 90939 04m  30300BIE0MMO 5®BY3560, MMIGEDo3 J39ysbo
LogPomm  93OM3M  oMdMEgdom  BogM3gdo  BsMMM.  IILAGHVIOES, OMI
Logo®mzgeml JMHobBosbmwo 0gb@mds BMbjzombo®mgds 08539 wmao30m, M3
QobOZLNO 3MWOGHOINO FNWEHIOYOT0 ©T3Z0MYPONO FNWILIO.

33w930L 8909900 sbg39 9B39690L, GMI LYIEbLb-Lsds MEMBYE0sbol bsdtIMdgddo
93635 §oMdmabowos MMAMME V0MIOIMWIO0NO0 ©S 3ME0G03MO0 LO3MOEY,
OMIJbs3 Bodo®rm3z9wm obEHMMOMEISE O BMEP0IMIE SMHOL 353806 JOEO.
dobo ¢9dbozmbo, s6GdgbES300L LEGHOEPo s 80sMMZJd0 LYo JMbstJgdols
@5 3530L5d0 9539996905 LogMmM JOHOLE0SBME BMMTGOLS s LOTdMEMM 9bsls, M3
5Q3LBEGHMOIOL oL 130000009630 TB035305L 930MM30L bofows.

©03wM3d>@G0mo  dologdol 330930l F99agdo  3bsymxl, GMmI OH®AolLs ©s
Log3MbgoOL 90056079 9d0m 395b6bmM 309 gdwo 3003900 56
39900335M390Mm©d FbMem LsdHYIOM EIbTSMYdOL InPbM3zbom. oYObLs, HMI
MMd9w0560  LoLEBIIMMOI®  094gbgds  JMHOLEHOBME  gOHMOBMBL,  LoghHmm
obEMMoME  dgbLogMGosLs S JMGHMOVIE  Losbermgql, GMmAMOE 5MYT9I6EL
Logomzgeml 930m3me bogMEgdo 0bGgacsgoobmgol. gl doymds d9qLodsdgds
5QM9Mo 965990MmM3g 93MM30L O03EMT>GH0ME 3659dBH0390L O SILEMMGOL
dolo O3 MTsE0MO BEBHMIGJHOOL LoMEMTL.

LodMEWMME 330930l 9999008 Jobg3000 MMBY0560L F0ge BsdmysodqdmEo
009900 - JMoLEGH056WWwo 0BG MBS, (3030¢0BsE0VIMO 399360Gds S J3BM3LSE
©O0MJOMGI0M0  MIBHZIOS  MIBMBIBLMEos  MIBITgEMMZg 93500906 s
300303 Mem  ©oL3MOMLYdF0E.  IILEAOS, MHMI  LogoMM3zgEml  93MM3MEo
M6096G530s 890dgds gosHMGOIe 0dbgl 56 FbMWME 4gM3MoEH03c, 6599
M35 0LAHMOOMW-3030¢0DI30IO 3OMEFILSE.

by g@mds

JOHoLEGH05bMdOL HMEo 93MM3MEr0 3mEoGH03)MO0 S 3NWGHOMOo ogMaol
Bo0myse0d9gdsdo

JOoLGH056M058  25sd(Y39BH0  OMWO  0ms85ds  93MM30L  3MEOEH03NOO @
3MEGHMOHMo  bogmEol  Bsdmygowodqdsdo. 230060  96EGH03MOO  39H0MPOEIH6
dmygmqdme0o, JOHobEosbwmwo 93wgbos odgs 0bLEGOEGHWE0ME BsMBM, MHMIEds3
WBOHMB3ggm  3M0GH03MMH0  gR0@E0do300l, LsBsMmmMEgdMoz0  FguMoaols s
LM E0SWOHO MOYBODIE300L LoghHmm Logrdzgwo 93Mm3me LogmEgdo. sdwgbs,
3995 1999399699030 Lobgerdfiogm bgerobzegdols gaodE0dsgos 3F0EOHME 0gm
53930069390 JOMOLEH056 ™ALL, o3 Bomwrs sobsbs dmbsdrJomwo
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3050390 Mmd0L MYJMEMYOM®  godsOmMgdsdo s ,03m0l bgdom ddsMmMZzgEol”
3mb39xn0sdo (Riegg, 1992, 93. 22).

390 Bgmmgdmols,  93eglbos  SLOVIGIS 3N GHMOIo  0bEJMO300l
23BJ305L53, 306500096 b0 9bs, JMHOLEH0BMEO 2sbsMEgds s 93 gloEo
LoBomMOEo  Jabos Loghmm  0bGgwgdB o s LsdsMmEgdmog Lbogmagl,
63903 bEYIMES JBOZMO s 3 oE03MNE Lsbrzmgdl (Le Goff, 2005, §3. 15).
035¢b5R0bMS 93MM3ME0 3MEHWOHMEo LogMEoL BsdMmYs0dgdsdo JHoLE0sbMdOL
393gbs  g9bsmqdol, bgermzbgdols s oLGHMMomeo dgblogMgdol LezghHmgddo.
16039ML0GHYBHJOOL (oMM, OLEHMOOMAMIBOOLS S J3OM3MEO IGO0
396mbol d94dbs m3Mowm© 0gym ©s3938060900o JOHoLEG0s6ME 0bEgwgd@swwme
G®5003305Lm5b (Davies, 2014, 3. 112). 5333505, JO0OLEH056MdS BMb30mboMgd©S
565 dbmwmE Mgwogoné Mdgbs, 90599  (30300BI30MO  LEAM®WIGHVIMS,
dgdsg  Logdzgwo  Bowyss  93mMm30L  3MWOoGH03MNM0 s IGO0
96056MdoL 0 YsL.

9363100 00096@™MdOL BsdMmysw0dgdsdo gobliszmmMgdmwo 3603369wmds 9boFgds
JOoLGH0bM™  WOMIOMGdJOL,  OMAWO0E  OLEHMMOMESE  IBLIBEOIME3wHI6
LOBMYPSOMIIO030 MBsEbM3MGOOL FMOOWME ©S 9003 MO Bs®RMIIL. 5@5d0sbols
©0MLYdOL, LMEoswemo  35LboldygdMdOL, LMmEOEIMMIOLS @S  LsTsMICWOl
06589 05b5LHmOMdOL 009900 93MM3) 3O EGH03ME 3 GOS0 JOoLE0bMo
900030l 393w gbom Bsdmyswods (Taylor, 2007, 3. 54; Delanty, 2018, 3. 33-34).
5060360 00MGIMgBIO0 MBPIMIB FHMIBLRMOI0MS g3 IsMME bMEMTYdS,
0930 domo 3969%obo d3oMmMm© 393906000905 JOoLEGH0bM
AL REdHg39W M.

JOoLE0s6mwds 0oMgdMEgdgdds sbgzg 9608369gwm3560 Mo 0058595 93GMrM3Mwo
0©96@™0d0L Mb0ogz9gMLOEMMO bollosmols BsdMYse0d9dsdo. ,LogMmm JMHobEosbmwo
Lodygsmmb“ 0gs Jabos LMEPOPIOMBOLS S 39360 dOL FobErol LbZsIlbIs
boambgdls o  Lobgedfoxgmgdls dm®ol, Mog LsxkMI3wsE IJOM  J3OM3MEO
9H056Md0L 5N BmMIGOL (Judt, 2011, 93. 77).

93630 096G ™Mds> oLGHMOOO© BoIMY5e0d©S OMaMO3
9653503560 gd0sb0 B9abmIgbo, GMIgudo MgEoyroMo s (3030W0B30IOO
999964900 830MOME MOV FoIXsFIME0. 30Hg35®© MsbsdgM™3zg 93Mm3ol
193MEOMEO bsLosMOLY, JOMOLEHBMdS MRYdS 08 3030030 Loxgwdzwo,
OMIYoE  oblaHrgMogs 93Mm30L  50ddsls ,Lb3sLmMb* F0ToMmmMgdsdo, MMYMOE
o530 5©0IMBO3gMOL, 0lY 56593MM3 (30300309056 (Huntington, 1996,
33- 45).

056509060M39 930M3M 330939030 50006086905, M HgEoyoMGo 399330MJMOS
393Wgbsl  sbgbl  93MM3M  3ME0E0IMNG  IMNWEHMMLS  ©S  096GHMdMO]
©ob3MOLIdDY, 063 9M306Ms3000 gmMdoo (Habermas, 2008, @a3. 14).
JOoLGH056MdS 53 3b3YJuBHT0 500JaGOS G5 BIPMOF 3MbRIBOWEMO bMETs, SG9IY©
OMAMOE  0LGHMOOMWO S (3030W0DIFOMMO  3MPO, OMIJOE  FIBLIBEIMLZL
936300 00096@™dOL ©MTS bLGHOMJGHMOYOL. FgLsdsdols, 930MM3)0 0BG MBOL
395H6M9d5  JOoLE0sbMEo  (30300Ds30MMO  Loggmdzol 45693y OLEGHMMOIS©
3OO0 S MJMMOME© F9BOMIE0s.
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Usgommggem §MolGHosbmeo g3mm3ol olGmMome 3mbdgduEdo
IV Bsm3mbgdo  Lodo®omzgarml  45dMolGH0sbgds,  Molog  HoGmo  Lsdgsermbigsb
Logo®mggamls
LodMEWMM  (3030¢0BIE30MM0  2odox3bs dm3gzs, 3600369 m3z560 dmzwgbs oym
939960l oLEGHMG0580, OMIgEdo3g BodMEMME ABLEBEOIMS J399bol yMdgwzsosbo
390 GHMOME0 8 30E0EG03MNM0 MmO096ESE0s. (99bs6), 2022, 93. 108)
JOobEGH0sbMmooL  Lobgwdfoxzgm  MHgwoaos  addmEboads  [omBmoygbos
LAHO33JR0ME 3509093930 gdsls, HMIgeEdsg LodosMmggerm 8F0EMME 353006
9303 JNW GO LogOEIL (BgHOIZwo, 2012, 3. 45-46).
59 30H™m39LT3o JOOLEBH0BMBS SO 365 BMEME b0 gH 36305, M)
Lobgadforzmgd®ogz0, LsFsOMWGIM030 ©O  3MWEAHWOWWwo  Bm®IGool 9O
399960DaLsE Homdmoagbs(dgMadg, 2009, a3. 22-23).
FoO0ME0 oLEGHMMHOMYMHSTB00L obgO30m, LyJoMMZgE M Ls3MMIMO s®BJ3560m 0g3o
936030 3030¢0Bs300L  bofoms, Lssg  JMoLEGH0BbMWO  oMmYdMEgdgdo
J860@s 3MEGHMOMO ©S 300GH0399M 0096EMBOL Loggdzgml (Boge3, 2022, 33.
15-18).
03569 X% 935609300l 99535L9d0m, 3999658 53 3Bom 333039 ©0T3Z30OMS SOYOLO
JOoLGH056M BsAYsMH™MTo @S BFMIYS0dS 3 EHYIMIO-0LGHMOOMWo  5MBG3560
(x935b0030¢00, 1996, 83. 102-104).

LogoMm390m OHmym®mE ©85353300909¢0 LogM3g SVIMBHZEG0 S ESBIZEPID
JOobLEGH0sbMe 1s3gs®mls dmemols

LogoMmM39eml gmaMog30E0 8 dsMJMdS “96035¢ M (3030¢0DI30O 396305
560390  J3994obsl. JoOmzgaro 93GHMMm9d0L Fgieligdom, J399obs Ho®mdmoygbs
JOoLGH056MWo  5OIMBOZEGOLS @S ILOZWIMOL TGO 39 GO bol*,
Logs3 bbgosbbgs JeolEosbmmo GMmeogos MOHmoghmddggdos (d9Mdgbodzowo,
1980, a3. 38-40).

Lodomggaml  93agbools  533HM3gROWo0Ls @S ©IMM30YdJo  3mboEool

fgormdom, 3399965 BOBIIYNBEs Lo3NMO0 FNWAHYOYLO ©d 3MLOHOIHO
09bGH™I0L A963(3H30(3g05L 930M3ME JOHOLEH06M Lodys®mdo (sbMmbozsdzowo,

2018, a3. 55-57).

LjmOgo 98 3NGHIOHI-30300Ds3oem  3mb@GaduBdo  Bsdmygoods
Lodommggarmli 93mm3mwo mO0gbGoEos (Bogs3s, 2022, 93. 21-27) ©s 899030350
GOWMIS  3996560BMbgdbs  msgz0Lbo  MbooMMo  3MWGHWMOMWO  0IBEHMDY,
Omdgwoz HBOWM6390gMmREs  ITM30IOMOL Q3G 293096900 L6
(@93H939eo, 2012, o3. 48-49).

L5gdsMmM39w ML OLEGHMMOEO 5035 JOHoLGHEMOo ggMm3ol bofowa
LogoMm3geml  M30m004ds,  OMMOE  JOoLEGH0BMWwo  93eMm30L  bofowrobs,
45e08@gdMm©s 159932969900l 256353cMdsT0. (39039 50b0d3zb0L VoMLY, Jgggsbols
3o@03MNMo  gwo@olb  30gm  Lo3Mmemo ™30l BmsbMHgds  93mM3mro,
JOobBHosbMwo  LoghEol  VoMIPIMWIdoD S INWGHNOM  bsfows
(@mOmdoxzsbody, 2000, o3. 12-14).
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JoOH»39c0 IMsbOHM369930L Tgbgwwgdom, JMHoliE0sbmwo 00gbEHMdS ogm dmsgzsto
50m396GH0, GMmIwomsg  LodsMmzgwm  5894s6gds  mo30L SOl 93MMIME
3030030 135D9, A9BLH3IMMIMIO0M Q56 LETMPHYYOOL 30MMBYOTO (x5bsd0s,
2010, a3. 15-18).

5009650, 9302390396 LgEs 0yMm OLEBHMOOMWO, VOMYOWd)dDY IKIbgdMwo
30m3gbob 99ga0 (Bogge35, 2022, 3. 25-30), MM JOoLEH0bMwo 0EIHEHMdS ogym

OMMOE  30oG03NO0, 21939 INWAHNONO  SORNIBEH0  J399bol  g3OM3Me
063 9305300L B9 (IMbbgerodzoo, 2015, 93. 66-68).

Lmeobsb Lsds MMBdYE0sbol gdmgol 0b@GHgwgdGvmoEMMo s 3MEOEGH03NMO MYoenmdS
XVII-XVIII 53169900l Lodormzgwrm mldsgomolbs s b3sMbgomol 0339Mm0gdL
3939boll  qoboos, M3 J3994bol  ©oBMY30YdEMdOL  Fgbstbbgdsls
SOMMEG8d. BogoMM39W Ml JdsMHM39egd0 3B035© Pobozobgb ({Bgbl mGmogq
dbOOIb, MoLYE,  Meg30LMOZ9®,  8B0T36gWwM3sb0  gogwgbs  3dmbs  J399ybols
QO3@MFHOYO LAHMdAYYOLS s 0BGILIIOYPW IO ©OLINOLDY (FgHBI3go,
2012, 33. 55-56). LimGgE 58 GOME 29M30WoE03O 30b6GHJuGHTo BsIMYsE0dOS
bEbsb-Lsds MOBYE0sbol bggzs, MHmIgurools dobgzom Lods®mzgEml Imdsgoeo
93603 LogmEgdo 0bEGHIYM300L 0 YL b oRMABIdMS.

bbb Bods MmGmdYE0sbo Bgdofg3bom 03bmds, GMAMOE SR ™MdMH03Z, 0l
©oLO3XMEO  06GJgIBHMOIWNO  BHEM©O300gdL. dolo  LHogzergds d0dobscmgmds
Q©OLOZEXMO WOFHIOIGMLS S JOHOLEH0BMW MYMEMY0sHY IYHPbMdOm, M3
393Wgbsl  sbgbs ol LobgwdfoxnmadMOHogz @  O3wmdsGomé  bgogzsby
(x935b0d30¢0, 1996, 93. 145). mOdgE0sbo  93MM35L 9500g35ds 5o TbMEPME
3000360 LobBHYsE, 9M599E VOMYOMEIOJO00 JJM0s69dM Lo3MEJW, LOWSS
JOobGH0sbMwo  LmEwoEIM™mds  F306M9  Lobgwdfoxzmgdobmzol  LBEHMSGJOME
dbs65FgML MBOMB3gEYmRs.

MMd9w0560LmM30L MY0Q0s 0y 390EGHMIWMmO 0bLEHMI9bEO J399bol g30M3Men
LogM39d0 063HYRMOEO0LIMZ0L. 00 5306 O3WMIsBHoMG oMo gddo bldoMs
35805 boBL LoJoOMZgeML JMOLEH0BM 39360 GdL, M3 IMOOWYOO S
300G03MM0 9008300l 503396GHO© Fodmoygbgdms ologwrgm 93MM3sd0.
MM09w0560  Hgo3s  O3WMTsGH0Sl,  MMMOE  3ME0@030L  gogMdgEgdsls
3NWGHIOMO S Q0MOPMGBON0 90 MIgbEgdom,  Mog 99 0gMH GO
Logom39emUb bEs@GLL 930™3M JMHobE 06w bsdys@mdo.

UBEbsb-Lods Mm®dYE0s60L E03emBsEHo®mo dolios ILvZMgom g3Mm3sdo
bmeobob  Bsds  mOmdgwosboll  ©odwmdsGom®o  dobogdo  olagmgom  93MM3sdo,
390Lo3MPMGdom  OMALS S LagMIBAJMTo,  FoMmBMoYgbbgb  LodsGmzguomls
9360™39 LogM39d0 FbsMIEsFHMHOL IM3Mm3900L MgoE F3IEMA. (353 o XIV
o 3wgdg@b VII 89b390M0l 9;3009cmdsg 590l @abGeos), (Versailles negotiation),
(Murman Papashvili et al., 2019).
d09bgo350  Y39wexgOOLs, 53  dolLosl  3Jmbs MOl  MYJWOPOOO O
30@03MMo 36009369 mds, Mo@ob gl 96 ogm Fbmwm  ©O3EMmdsEHoMMo
8569360900 96 0Mbs3 3MoE03MNM0  BMEs3s6153909d0, 0L, 0853OHMMYMSO,
Po0moa9b®s  30300BoE0MMO  0bBHYAMS300L  060E30sBHOZL - LydoBomzgarm
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53G0I Ymxowoym RsGmMEo 93Mm3ol  oMdMEgdom LogMEgdo OMymOE
G®96BDo30MMm0  3mwoGH03MMo  3OMm3Egbol  sdGHowemo  dmbsfog. gl gomzwrgdo
9095690Mm©s 03 099Ls3, GMI  930Mm30lL  JOHoLEH0BMWo  gwods  SVOIMYGOIS
Logomzgeml,  MmamOE3  JOoLEGH0BMwo  3MYWEHMOOLS S 3MWOoEH030L
05658mbsHoergl (Murman Papashvili et al., 2019).

©OEO 0LAHMMOMEo 3603369wMds 5343l 08 Bog@BLsE, MM LEbsb Lsds g3M™3ol
39580 Fom8Mmoygbs 565 FbMmEM 35¢96Ms LobgEdHoRML O3 Mo, 0539
Logomzggemml  JOobEGosbmo  0@gb@Mmdol  FomdmBoygbgerl,  H™IgEos
9963MdMES LsgHDNM MHJWOPOME S 3V GHVIOI 3EU.

5960950, 93MOM30 3ME0EH030Ld s O03EMIsEH00l 3:mbBHYJuEBHT0 MMBYE0sbOL
dolos 890dgds BS0MZoeMl Foa50ms© 0oLy, M) MMM Gg0dwgds 4odmoygbm
JOobGH0bMwo oM gdMWgdgdo  35BOMS  Lobgedfoxmgdol  3meo@ozol
dbseLSFIMS.

LEbsb-Lsds MmMdgEosbols 399330MMds 0565890MM3g 93MM3MeEo

33€J3980L;30L

bmeobob Lsds MEOBYE0560L 0b6EJgIEISWIHO S O3EMT>EGH0MMO 9933000MYMS
©OLsE o08Mo9bl 8600369wmM356 330930l MdOgIAL Jomoer s 93MM3IMen
30WoBH03Mm ©s 3MWGHMOM  3936096090580. dobo bg3z900  JOMOLEH0bMdOU,
30030300 Wgao@0do300L8 @S NGO 09YbEGHMdOL dglobgd  sdg3zl
oLGHMOO S MY bRAZ39wL LodoMMNZIW ML 93MM3MeE 3360w dsDY.

MMd9w0560L bg3900L b0 3o MM MM gMmdl 03530, MHMA 040 BsBL Vi3SI
939960l 06GHMoE0sL 965 FBMWMO  3MEOGH03NO, 5M3IJO VOMYOMWIIOM OO
390 GHMOME Mb)bYg, M3 1565890MM39 930M30 06EJM5300Ls S 93MM3MYWOo
0©96GMd0L 331939030 3600369 mzs60  3oGogergdol  Lyxgdzgwls  Jdbols

(B9™939wo, 2012, a3. 70). 33e93900 583969096, O™ MmMdgE0s60 3OEMd©S
Lo JOHoLE0sbMEo oMmYdMEgdgdol 39339Mmd0m J3MM3MYWOo LMW OIOMBOL

399960D39gd0 359mygbqd0bs 309 LabgEdfogzgmb LG sdoEIMOMBOLMZOL.

361535000 3965990MOM39 oLEGHMMOMEo b5dOMIgd0, MHMIGEoE 03319396 93O M3
0©96@MdLs @S JMHoLEBHBMw 99933000MGMBIL, 5©0b0dBsg906, MMT MOBYE0sboL
©O03WMIdGH0MOO0  3ModBHo3s ©d  0bGgwgdd oo 6593936000  sbsboggb
9360M3wo  30WOoBH03MM0  INWEGHYOOL SOOI 9gagdgbGgol,  MMAMEOOES
QOMYONWIBYIODY ©BIBIONWO O3 MIH0d @O INWHNOYWO SGYIIHEIBOL
399my9b90s 3mo@03mMo dobbgdol dobowgze (xsz3sbodzowo, 1996, a3. 160-161).
Ueobob Bodol Imegsfgmds sB3969dL, Md LodoMmM39wWw Ml 93MM3M 3360 gdsHY
56299963900 dg0dgds 953dbgdmgl 6o dbMwMmE Lsdbg®mM 56 dmeo@olzmeo
39JBHMEOIO0L,  9M9Fg  VOMGPINMWIO0MO,  MIJWOFOMMO O 3N EHYOWO
36063039000l LolEgadsl.

LogPom  xsddo, ULmewbsb  Lsds  mGmdgmosbol 999330006090y Ho6dmoaqbl
056589000M39 9360M3wo 33¢93900LM30L 0bEHJE9gIEYOEMO MgLmOLL, MMdgEos
1539 gdsl 5393l 965¢OEH03MLYIL Fo95BMMb 3069 Lobgwdfoxzmadol Gmeno
936310 oLAHMOO0LS S 3030W0DIFOMMO  0bFHIAMOE00L  IBm3gLgddo.  gU

9993300069mds 2939 5393l LsBYI3gL EEYZBIXO LdgsBMZgEML YZOM3Eo
0©96@™00L 953590030l OLEHMMOMW S VOMYOMEGdom 3:mbEgJuEdo.
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JOobE056mmo 0gbGHMdS s LvgoMmzE Ml g3Mm3mero 3Mm3bomgds ®IL
Logo®m3geml  JOolEG0bMmo  0@IbEHMdS  HomBmoygbl  J399bol 93BG M3Meo
309360¢gd0b oLEHMOONE ©d FNLOHYONE bdBYIZILL, CMIJLog MILOYONO ©d
OMJOMGOI0m  FoJBHMMmGOBg 5390 9MMIGbBHIOL  93dbgds.  989bo,
JOoLGH056MdS 565 bMm™m© oLlGHMMOMEo 899330MGMDS, MY  JPMM3bMEo
0©9bGMd0Ly s g399bol  93MM3MEo  39ML3gdGH030L  396TBH30339d0L  SgGHoMEOo
909690 bofioos.(Bog939, 2022, 3. 75).

59 3m6@9JuBHdo, Lrembsb Lods MMBGW0sBoL EO3EMAsGHowmEmo dolos 33eog 56
3963530 993190 d5L. Jobo Jobos (3boYmRL, MHMA BodsMM39wMm 50D 93MM3wen
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SOLOMON DODASHYVILI - THE FOUNDER OF EUROPEANISM IN
GEORGIA

Abstract
The paper investigates the role of Solomon Dodashvili (1805-1836) in Georgian socio-
political thought and the national liberation movement of the first third of the XIX century. S.
Dodashvili was one of the distinguished leaders of the 1832 Conspiracy and the head of its
progressive-democratic wing. He aimed at restoring the country's independence, building its
state structure on republican principles, and establishing an equal place for the Georgian
nation among European peoples.
The Georgian journal Saliteraturoni Natsilni Tfilisis Utsebatani (Literary Parts of the Tiflis
News) was published under his editorship, in which he tried to spark interest in Europe and
awaken a patriotic spirit within the limits of existing censorship. While working at the Tiflis
Noble School (where he taught logic, rhetoric, Georgian literature, and geography), he shared
European ideals and instilled a love for the motherland in his students, among whom were: N.
Baratashvili, D. Machabeli, M. Tumanishvili, and others.
At the same time, he was the first Georgian thinker who deeply studied the philosophical
heritage of Immanuel Kant and his followers (Fichte, Schelling, Hegel), for which he is
considered the first Georgian Kantian. His diploma thesis, "Logic", written at the age of 22,
was recognized as a textbook by the Council of St. Petersburg University, which brought the
young scholar great renown across the Russian Empire.
Based on the analysis of sources, the paper substantiates that Solomon Dodashvili was the
founder of the intellectual, progressive-democratic direction of the national liberation
movement, a bearer of the most progressive European ideas, and a preacher of the country's
Europeanization, thus confirming that he is the founder of Europeanism in Georgia. He was
far ahead of his Georgian contemporaries in political thought. Despite living only 31 years,
Solomon Dodashvili left an indelible mark on scientific, political, and social life. The next
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generation was nourished by his ideas, indicated by the fact that [lia Chavchavadze
recognized him as the standard-bearer of the Georgian national liberation movement.

Keywords: Solomon Dodashvili; Europeanism; Conspiracy of 1832; National liberation
movement; Republicanism.
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Abstract

This research provides a thorough legal and strategic assessment of defence cooperation within
the European Union (EU), focusing on its evolution, distinct characteristics, and its relationship
with the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). The paper begins by situating current
security challenges—particularly the armed conflict in Ukraine—as a significant impetus for
rethinking European defence integration. It highlights the limitations of individual Member
States' capabilities and the inadequacy of existing cooperation, advocating for a "genuinely
European solution" through joint defence efforts. The tension between upholding national
sovereignty and achieving efficient integration emerges as a central theme.

The study traces the historical development of EU defence cooperation, beginning with the
Maastricht and Lisbon Treaties and extending to recent initiatives such as the Global Strategy
for EU Foreign and Security Policy, Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO), and the
European Defence Fund. It examines the ongoing conflict between intergovernmental and
integration approaches, acknowledging that although defence remains a sovereign power,
gradual integration has occurred through legal commitments and institutional evolution.

A focal point of the study is the interrelationship and complementarity between the EU and
NATO. It examines overlapping responsibilities, the lack of hierarchical coordination, and the
challenges faced by most EU states due to their dual membership in both organisations. The
discussion includes potential models for the functional and geographical division of tasks,
advocating for flexible, case-by-case cooperation rather than rigid separations.

Additionally, the paper explores the prospects for increased EU participation in NATO,
considering both indirect pathways (strengthening the "European pillar" within NATO) and
direct options (observer status or full membership). The objective is to outline the legal and
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political complexities associated with these arrangements, emphasising the need for potential
treaty revisions and unanimous consent among member states.

Ukraine was invaded by Russia on 24 February 2022. This war has been continuing for very
nearly four years. Talks to end the war and arrive at peace have failed. Whilst there have been
attempts made to create a ceasefire, they have also similarly failed. Moscow’s aggression has
fuelled security fears in Europe. Such fears from Moscow, however, are not new. This fear is
the first in the post-cold war period. The original fear established the cold war. It was during
the early years of the cold war that Europe began to seriously consider collective defence as it
ponders it again today.

The central argument at the time behind the European Defence Community (EDC) was to
prevent an independent, militarized West Germany by integrating national armies under a
single European command. At the end of October 1950, René Pleven, the French Premier,
pressed this point in a pivotal speech, presenting the Pleven Plan which was shaped by Jean
Monnet. The core aim was to ensure that any German rearmament took place within a tightly
regulated European framework, directly addressing both urgent American calls for German
military resurgence considering the Soviet threat and enduring European fears of German
militarism. In championing the EDC, its architects asserted that only collective European
defence under strict oversight could secure the continent and cement European unity. This
proposal was more than a compromise; it was Europe’s deliberate effort to take control of its
security.

The French Government argued that the success of the coal and steel plan would pave the way
for a European Community, which in turn would facilitate progress on the sensitive issue of
common defence. Considering global events and security concerns, France asserted that Europe
needed collective security and should confront the problem with a collaborative spirit.
Moreover, the government rejected any solution that would permit Germany to rearm
independently, warning that it would raise renewed suspicion and the risk of German
militarism. Instead, France proposed creating a European army, integrated into the political
institutions of a united Europe, where forces from different countries would operate under a
single European authority. Meanwhile, national governments would retain authority over
troops not included in the European army, and the integrated European forces would comply
with NATO obligations regarding strategy, organization, and equipment.

The French Government invited Great Britain and other free European countries to help
implement the principles of the European Defence Community. The EDC treaty was signed in
Paris in May 1952 by the six ECSC member states, marking an ambitious step toward mutual
defence. Due to defence being tied to national sovereignty and democratic oversight of the
military, a joint European army would need a shared, democratic political authority. Therefore,
a European Political Community (EPC) was proposed alongside the EDC; however, the EPC’s
creation depended on ratification of the EDC treaty.

Plans for the EPC sought to establish supranational democratic oversight of a joint European
military, but extensive debate and negotiation in the early 1950s failed to produce consensus
or a finalized plan. By August 1954, only France and Italy had not yet ratified the EDC treaty,
preventing it from coming into force. The French National Assembly’s decisive rejection on
30 August 1954 halted both the EDC and EPC with a single vote marking the collapse of one
of the era’s most ambitious efforts toward European political and military integration. After
France rejected the EDC treaty, plans for a political community also fell apart. As a result,
European integration shifted, becoming more of an economic than a political union. The EDC
was one of its founding failures.

Despite nearly three decades since the introduction of the Common European Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP) and the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP), divisions
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persist. This is not solely related to shifting powers to an international organisation that would
facilitate intergovernmental cooperation. Rather, the European Union operates as an integration
organisation, characterised by both its overarching objectives and its approach, which
emphasises collective governance through supranational mechanisms.

However, the realm of national defence has traditionally been viewed as a key element of state
sovereignty. This perception remains deeply ingrained, as even today, many states hesitate to
enter into legal commitments or transfer authority over defence. Initially, within the Union,
there was a marked preference for an intergovernmental approach rather than the more classic
integration method, which has ultimately led to the separation of the CFSP and CSDP from
other powers conferred upon the Union. This complex interplay underscores the challenges of
reconciling national interests with the EU's collective defence goals.

Despite ongoing tensions, the enhancement of defence cooperation within the Union is a
continuous, albeit inconsistent, process. This dynamic nature is a key characteristic in
understanding the development of the CSDP. Since its introduction in the Maastricht Treaty in
1992 and its evolution through the Lisbon Treaty in 2007, this cooperation has undergone
significant changes, sometimes independent of treaty amendments.

In 2016, various events led to a renewed emphasis on defence cooperation within the Union.
These events included the United Kingdom's decision to withdraw from the EU, the election
of Donald Trump as President of the United States, and escalating tensions between Ukraine
and Russia over Crimea and Donbas. This shift was marked by the adoption of a Global
Strategy for EU Foreign and Security Policy, the launch of Permanent Structured Cooperation
(PESCO), and the establishment of new initiatives such as the Military Planning and Conduct
Capability and the European Defence Fund. PESCO would certainly be even more credible if
Malta would participate, as it remains the sole member to remain outside the legally binding
commitment to improve capabilities and readiness, underlying a Union-wide stance and
approach.

The examination of the evolution of defence cooperation in Europe will entail noting several
key developments: the EDC, with particular emphasis on the factors contributing to its failure;
the Western Union and the Western European Union (WEU), which succeeded the EDC and
were in operation until their dissolution in 2011; and, most significantly, the two contemporary
entities that coexist today, NATO and the European Union. The OSCE will be excluded from
this analysis. Despite being formally recognised as an organisation comprising numerous
European states among its fifty-seven participating members and addressing issues pertinent to
defence, the OSCE does not establish legal cooperation; rather, it is confined to political
commitments. The limited institutional framework of the OSCE does not incorporate any
military body, and the extent of collaboration it facilitates is significantly more restricted than
that of the European Union or NATO. Additionally, discussions of the relationship between
the European Union and NATO rarely involve the OSCE.

In the defence domain, the establishment of European cooperation within the Union is
particularly noteworthy. This cooperation unfolds simultaneously with NATO, which was
established before the Union, thereby creating a distinct scenario of coexistence between these
two international organisations. Additionally, this collaboration occurs within a single global
organisation that employs an integrative approach across its other areas of competence, while
upholding an intergovernmental framework specifically for defence matters.

The establishment of defence cooperation within the European Union has introduced a
competitive dynamic with NATO to oversee Europe's defence and provide a framework for
collective security among its member states. This situation creates significant overlap in the
responsibilities of NATO and the EU. It's important to note that of the 32 NATO member
countries, 23 are also members of the European Union. This substantial intersection raises
concerns about potential conflicts in obligations for these nations, as they may struggle to
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navigate the demands of both organisations effectively. The issue is not solely about meeting
these commitments, but also about ensuring they have the necessary resources to manage their
defence responsibilities in an increasingly complex geopolitical landscape.

The inquiry into the relationship between international organisations is not a new phenomenon;
however, it has become more complex as these organisations are no longer confined to
administrative functions or technical cooperation. The coexistence of NATO and the
CFSP/CSDP within the European Union presents significant and unprecedented challenges.
The overlapping competencies of these entities do not arise from the emergence of cross-
cutting challenges that impact multiple policy areas, but rather from the explicit allocation of
comparable competencies. Unfortunately, there are no provisions in their founding treaties that
adequately address these potential conflicts. The Treaty on European Union (TEU) does accept
that the CSDP will respect the obligations arising from the North Atlantic Treaty and be
consistent with the common security and defence policy adopted within that framework.
Nonetheless, the Treaty fails to address the intricacies of the overlap between NATO and the
European Union's competencies and actions. The two organisations are not structured
hierarchically, as is often the case with specialised organisations coordinated by a central
authority. Moreover, neither organisation assumes a leadership role that would facilitate the
coherence of their actions.

The founding treaties lack any clauses establishing a hierarchy or delineating responsibilities
between NATO and the EU, such as the creation of primacy or a clear division of competencies.
Additionally, international law does not provide a resolution, as there exists no treaty that
establishes general standards governing the relationships among global organisations.
Consequently, the horizontal relationship between NATO and the EU can give rise to a power
rivalry. Beyond legal considerations, the potential for cooperation within the EU is also brought
into question, as NATO predates the Union and facilitates support from the United States, for
European defence collaboration. Furthermore, NATO operates as a defence organisation
founded on a military alliance, whereas the EU is primarily a peaceful civilian actor rather than
a military power. The initial aim of European integration was to establish interdependence to
ensure peace among European states. This raises the important question of the value of
developing defence cooperation within the EU, given that NATO may be better suited to this
role.

The European Union is a unique international organisation, especially known for its distinctive
methods. Within it, defence cooperation occupies a special status. The EU presents a unique
set of characteristics that significantly diverge from the classic features of international
organisations. This distinction has sparked extensive debate over how best to classify the EU.
Various terms have been suggested in this context. For instance, while it is not a federation of
states it has notably been referred to by Delors as a ‘Federation of Nation-States’.? Some
scholars even refer to it as a ‘plurinational federation’ highlighting its multifaceted nature.?
For many, the EU occupies a conceptual space that lies between a federal state and a loose
confederation. Its complexity and ambiguity make it challenging to fit neatly into either
category. Critics argue that labelling the EU merely as an international organisation simplifies
and trivialises its intricate legal and institutional framework, an oversimplification deemed
unacceptable from an academic perspective.

Despite these debates, the EU undeniably possesses fundamental features common to
international organisations. It is built on a foundation of international treaties that outline

2 Ziller, J. (2013). Book Review: Pour une Fédération européenne d’Etats-nations. La vision de Jacques Delors
revisitée, by Gaétane Ricard-Nihoul.(Brussels: Larcier, 2012). Common Market Law Review, 50(6).

3 Dumont, H. (2012). The European Union, a Plurinational Federation in Sensu Cosmopolitico. In Multinational
Federalism: Problems and Prospects (pp. 83-106). London: Palgrave Macmillan UK.
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standard procedures for entering into force, amendment, and even a right of withdrawal for
member states. This structure indicates a reliance on the will of its member states, as the EU
lacks the capacity for self-determination. Furthermore, it lacks the autonomy to secure its own
financial resources. Notably, certain institutions and bodies within the EU, such as the
European Council, which comprises the Heads of State and Government, continue to operate
with an intergovernmental character. This intermingling of governance styles illustrates the
complex nature of the EU, where both supranational and intergovernmental elements coexist.

It is clear that the Union stands apart from other international organisations in several
significant ways. Its powers are extensive, and many of its numerous institutions wield
considerable authority independent of the Member States. Decisions are no longer made by
unanimous consent, and its legal order is fully autonomous, with the Court of Justice of the EU
(CJEU) as the exclusive authority for interpretation. As such, while it identifies as an
international organisation, it is entirely legitimate to question whether its structure and
operations afford it a status that the traditional concept of an organisation fails to capture. To
clarify this, one can refine the classification of international organisations. First, one
distinguishes between specialised organisations and general organisations. Second, one can
differentiate cooperation organisations from integration or supranational organisations. Thus,
the Union confidently categorises itself as both a general and an integration organisation.

The term ‘general’ clearly conveys that this international organisation was not created to
facilitate cooperation or integration within a specific field, making it inherently non-
specialised. Additionally, states are empowered to assign it authority without limits, other than
the scope of their own will. The second dichotomy exists between international cooperation
organisations, which represent the foundational form of these entities, and integration
organisations. The former are defined by their role in coordinating specific policies through an
intergovernmental approach that requires unanimity or consensus for decision-making; NATO
serves as a notable example of this type. Conversely, international integration organisations
extend beyond mere coordination; they actively promote the integration of national policies.
This process involves employing an integration method that does not imply the dissolution of
states in favour of a federal structure. Instead, it entails substantial transfers of authority from
states to the institutions of the international organisation, with these powers being exercised
collectively in alignment with a supranational framework.

The concept of ‘supranationality’ was conceptualised to differentiate the legal framework of
the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), which represented the initial stage of
European integration in 1951. The objective was to separate this framework from both
domestic and international legal orders to establish a novel distribution of powers between
ECSC institutions and their member states, thereby subordinating the latter to the former.
Although the definition and implications of this concept have been extensively debated, it can
be elucidated through three fundamental principles:

1. Treaties and secondary legislation possess precedence over the domestic laws of member
states.

2. Interpretation of these laws, as well as the powers of the institutions, is informed by the
interests of the public services they administer.

3. Member states are obligated to prioritise the common interest, which extends beyond a mere
aggregation of their individual interests.

Consequently, supranationality is achieved through two interrelated elements. The first element
concerns decision-making bodies that are not composed of state representatives but are
required to act in the interests of the international organisation, with a focus on the reliability
of scientific expertise and the application of the rule of law. The second element is the
normative relationship of subordination that exists between the international organisation and
its member states. Ultimately, an international integration organisation goes beyond simple
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policy coordination; it fosters interdependence among its member states and between those
states and the organisation itself. In this context, the Union works towards a process creating
an ‘ever closer union between the peoples of Europe’, which necessitates a specific approach.*
The examination of the methods employed by the European Union is a fundamental aspect of
both legal and doctrinal analyses concerning European integration. This inquiry highlights a
structured approach that systematically organises various principles, rules, and procedures
designed to achieve specific objectives within the framework of integration.

Traditionally, two principal methods are identified in this context. The first is the
intergovernmental method, which focuses on coordinating state policies. This method operates
under a logic of intergovernmental functioning, where decisions are made through negotiations
and agreements among member states, allowing for a degree of sovereignty and flexibility in
policy-making. The second method is known as the integration method, also called the
‘integrated’ or ‘community’ method. This approach seeks to merge and harmonise state
policies according to a supranational perspective. It aims for a higher level of cooperation and
unity among member states, promoting shared objectives and collective decision-making that
transcends individual national interests. A thorough understanding of these methods is crucial
for comprehending how European integration is effectively implemented and how it evolves
in response to both internal and external challenges.

The method of integration within the European context is often recognised as being closely
linked to European integration itself, and it has inspired extensive research and discussion.
While its specific definition remains debated, this dynamic approach offers a valuable
framework for enhancing interstate cooperation. Proponents of this method, including
influential figures such as Jean Monnet, considered it as the delegation of sovereign powers to
common institutions and the pooling of national sovereignties for the benefit of the common
interest. This understanding of the common interest transcends both the lowest common
denominator of state interests and the mere aggregation of them.

It is widely acknowledged that this integration method relies on an independent entity,
exemplified by the European Commission. Nonetheless, various aspects of its functioning
invite further discussion and clarification. These include the European Commission's initiative
power, the legislative processes involving the European Parliament and the Council of the EU,
the move away from unanimous decision-making, and the principles of primacy, direct effect,
and binding authority of these legislative acts, along with the oversight by the Commission and
enforcement through the CJEU.

Additionally, while some view the European Council, which comprises heads of state and
government who make decisions by unanimity, as operating under an intergovernmental
model, others argue that its close ties to the EU's legal framework align it with a more integrated
approach. Decisions of the European Council are expected to reflect the Union's common
interests and objectives, with member states committed to participating in good faith in
decision-making. Furthermore, the involvement of the High Representative of the Union and
the President of the European Commission in its discussions reinforces the relationship
between the European Council and supranational institutions, effectively distinguishing it from
a purely intergovernmental body. This constructive interplay among various institutions
ultimately supports the European Union's overarching goals of unity and cooperation.

The differing perspectives on the integration method are further complicated by the
establishment of two new pillars for intergovernmental functioning and the formal recognition
of the European Council's political role through the Maastricht Treaty in 1992. This situation

4 Bellamy, R. (2016). ‘An Ever Closer Union Among the Peoples of Europe': Republican Intergovernmentalism
and Demoicratic Representation within the EU. In Representation and Democracy in the EU (pp. 23-40).
Routledge.
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was exacerbated by the Lisbon Treaty of 2007, which bolstered the influence of Member States.
These developments are often seen as fundamentally contradictory. Consequently, the
European Union employs both methods independently, based on its areas of competence and
the challenges it encounters. This coexistence of intergovernmental and supranational
approaches has led some to contend that the Union ultimately lacks a coherent method.> The
intergovernmental and integration methods may have been reduced to mere ideal types, and
attempts to define the Union's approach could result in something that is deliberately designed
to be open to a wide range of subjective interpretations, permitting the imposition of different
meanings or understandings onto it. However, these analyses often mistakenly suggest that
integration can only originate from and operate through supranational mechanisms that directly
incorporate powers transferred to the EU. It is important to recognise that defining the
integrated method solely as the involvement of supranational institutions in decision-making
and implementation, as the European Commission has indicated, does not hold in certain areas
governed by intergovernmental processes.

This limited perspective inadequately addresses the hybrid cases that combine different
methods and overlooks the integration of the supranational system established within the Union
and the objectives it strives to achieve. A comprehensive method involves not just principles
or rules, but also distinct stages and a well-reasoned approach. Additionally, this narrow
definition fails to reflect Monnet's broader vision. It does not capture the full range of instances
in which sovereignty is merged through the delegation of powers to common institutions acting
in the collective interest. Not all forms of intergovernmental functioning should be viewed as
oppositional to the integration method. Instead, intergovernmentalism may serve as a necessary
preliminary step, paving the way for supranational mechanisms, or as a pragmatic response
when a political reaction to an unforeseen challenge is required. Therefore,
intergovernmentalism may be employed when practicality dictates, but integration remains the
driving force behind the European Union. Even in areas governed by intergovernmental
processes, there is no complete departure from the Union's integration method, as long as these
areas remain embedded within its legal framework and aim to achieve incremental integration
into an encompassing unity. This strategic approach is not only necessary but vital for progress
in specific areas of competence.

The journey of European integration reflects many important moments that highlight how
initial decisions to foster cooperation through an intergovernmental approach can gradually
pave the way to a more integrated method. It is essential to understand that this evolution does
not mean abandoning the aspects traditionally associated with intergovernmentalism. The
European Council still plays a crucial role, particularly when political issues become significant
and demand collective attention. For instance, the establishment of the single currency and the
European Central Bank serve as a poignant reminder of when intergovernmental cooperation
reached its limits, revealing the undeniable advantages of deeper integration.

The same shift occurred within the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice (AFSJ), which
transformed from cooperative efforts to a more integrated framework out of necessity.® This
change was driven by the challenges associated with free movement and by the realisation of
the profound benefits of working together on these pressing issues. Ultimately, choosing
intergovernmental cooperation often stems from a desire for pragmatism; it allows Member
States to maintain control over the powers they choose to transfer. It is not simply a matter of
choosing between integration and intergovernmentalism - but rather between

5 Schout, A., & Wolff, S. (2016). The ‘Paradox of Lisbon': Supranationalism-Intergovernmentalism as an
Administrative Concept. In The EU's Lisbon Treaty (pp. 21-39). Routledge.

®Yigit, S. (2023). From Schengen to Lisbon: The European Union's Responses to Migration. In Handbook of
Research on the Regulation of the Modern Global Migration and Economic Crisis (pp. 257-276). IGI Global.
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intergovernmental coordination or nothing. As one navigates this complex landscape, states
can evolve toward greater integration, especially as they build mutual trust, establish
collaborative working habits, and recognise the value of acting together for the common good.
The integrated approach signifies that, in various domains, the Member States of the European
Union no longer exercise their powers independently; rather, they do so collectively within the
Union's institutions. This shift extends even to powers that were previously regarded as
sovereign. However, the operation of the CFSP and the CSDP stands as a key example of
intergovernmental collaboration within the Union, particularly concerning military and defence
issues.

Decisions in these areas are made unanimously by the European Council and the Council of
the EU. The European Commission lacks the authority to initiate actions in this context, while
the European Parliament is confined to providing information and being consulted. Moreover,
the adoption of legislative acts in these matters is prohibited. The jurisdiction of the CJEU is
also significantly limited, applying only to two specific cases: hearing cases where the legality
of a CFSP act is challenged on the grounds that it encroaches upon other - non-CFSP - areas
of the Union's competences, thereby violating the principle of institutional balance, and ruling
on actions for annulment concerning targeted sanctions such as asset freezes and travel bans
adopted by the Council under the CFSP framework. Lastly, operational expenditures related to
military or defence cannot be sourced from the common budget. Simply put, the Commission
cannot initiate legislation, the Parliament has limited input only in terms of consultation,
budget, information, and decisions such as sanctions or missions are made by the Council, i.e.
member states, not traditional EU law-making, creating a distinct process from other policy
areas. This framework not only distinguishes these policies from other areas of EU competence
but also places them under articles specified in the TEU, thereby clearly separating them from
other policies governed by the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU).
Ultimately, this intergovernmental mechanism ensures that Member States retain substantial
control over this cooperative endeavour.

Intergovernmental cooperation in defence matters is not exempt from the integration method.
Since the early 2000s, the notion of creeping communitarization of the CFSP has been a
prominent topic of discussion. This trend was further amplified by the 2007 Lisbon Treaty,
which dismantled the previous pillar structure. Although the intergovernmental approach to the
CFSP persists, it has been decisively integrated into the European Union's legal framework. As
a result, important provisions from the treaties, such as the principle of sincere cooperation, are
now clearly applicable to the CFSP.

Additionally, the Lisbon Treaty significantly bolstered the role of the EU High Representative
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. This dual-role position places the High Representative
in a unique institutional stance, serving both as the President of the Council for Foreign Affairs,
accountable to the European Council, and as the Vice-President of the Commission, thereby
sharing responsibility with the European Parliament. This duality underscores a distinct
encroachment of the integration method into the CFSP's intergovernmental workings.

A similar perspective can be applied to the PESCO, which actively seeks enhanced cooperation
and integration. This evolution has been aptly described as ‘supranational
intergovernmentalism’.”  Consequently, while PESCO operates primarily within an
intergovernmental framework, it is undeniably driven by an integration process characterised
by three key elements:

L. Socialisation of national actors

IIL. Inclusion of supranational entities

7 Schmidt, V. A. (2016). The new EU governance: new intergovernmentalism, new supranationalism, and new
parliamentarism. Istituto Affari Internazionali IAI Working Papers.
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1. Complex interconnections among various sectors of interest

Defence cooperation within the European Union is deeply intertwined with NATO's role, as
NATO operates within the same realm of security and military competence. While the
initiatives aimed at achieving peaceful “complementarity" between these two organisations are
commendable and offer potential for collaborative progress, they do not address the lingering
questions about their future relationship and alignment.®

Scholars pose a critical inquiry: What role will NATO assume if the European Union
successfully achieves ‘strategic autonomy’?° Conversely, what responsibilities will the EU's
CSDP inherit if such independence is not realised? The coexistence of these two entities creates
opportunities to foster pragmatic interinstitutional synergies which are essential for effective
collaboration.’® However, the success of these synergies hinges on clarifying each
organisation's distinct roles.

In conclusion one may reiterate that Russia’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine has revived
fundamental questions about Europe’s capacity to provide for its own security, exposing
long-standing tensions between national sovereignty, supranational ambitions, and the
continent’s reliance on NATO. This crisis has not created Europe’s defence dilemma but has
sharply illuminated structural weaknesses that have persisted since the early Cold War, when
the failure of the European Defence Community revealed the limits of political will for deep
military integration. The collapse of the EDC in 1954 set Europe on a trajectory where
economic integration flourished, but defence cooperation remained fragmented, cautious, and
heavily intergovernmental.

Despite the development of the CFSP and CSDP, defence has remained the EU’s most
sovereignty-sensitive domain. Member States have consistently resisted transferring binding
authority to supranational institutions, preserving unanimity, limiting the role of the
Commission and Parliament, and restricting the jurisdiction of the CJEU. Yet, as the Union
evolved, these intergovernmental structures became increasingly embedded within a broader
supranational legal and institutional framework. The Lisbon Treaty accelerated this trend,
integrating the CFSP more firmly into the EU’s constitutional order and strengthening the High
Representative’s hybrid role, thereby blurring the boundaries between intergovernmental and
supranational governance.

The post-2016 environment - shaped by Brexit, shifting US commitments, and Russian
aggression - triggered renewed momentum for defence cooperation. Initiatives such as PESCO,
the European Defence Fund, and the EU Global Strategy reflect an incremental but meaningful
shift toward deeper coordination and capability development. These developments illustrate
what scholars describe as ‘supranational intergovernmentalism’: a model in which states retain
formal control while gradually internalising shared norms, practices, and institutional logics
that advance integration.

However, the coexistence of the EU and NATO continues to generate structural ambiguity.
With twenty-three states belonging to both organisations, overlapping commitments create
potential tensions in capability planning, strategic priorities, and resource allocation. The
absence of treaty-based hierarchy or clear division of competences leaves the relationship
dependent on political coordination rather than legal clarity. NATO’s military primacy,
bolstered by US leadership, contrasts with the EU’s identity as a civilian power and integration

8 Gozkaman, A. (2024). Complementarity between the EU and NATO in light of the war in Ukraine: an analysis
from the perspective of collective securitization theory. Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 24(3), 469-
495.

9 Howorth, J. (2020). Strategic autonomy and EU-NATO cooperation: threat or opportunity for transatlantic
defence relations?. In Transatlantic Relations in Times of Uncertainty (pp. 18-32). Routledge.

10 Koops, J. A. (2020). Theorising inter-organisational relations: the “EU-NATO relationship” as a catalytic case
study. In EU-NATO Relations (pp. 13-37). Routledge.
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organisation. This asymmetry raises persistent questions about whether the EU should—or
can—develop autonomous defence structures when NATO already provides a proven
collective security framework.

Ultimately, the evolution of European defence cooperation reflects a broader pattern in
European integration: intergovernmental mechanisms often serve as transitional stages that,
over time, enable deeper integration when political conditions permit. The Ukraine war has
underscored the necessity of stronger European defence capabilities, but it has also reaffirmed
the enduring relevance of NATO. Europe’s challenge is not to choose between the two, but to
try and reconcile them - strengthening the EU’s capacity to act while ensuring complementarity
with NATO. While this seems to be an unenviable task, especially after the capture of
Venezuelan President Maduro by American forces which has understandably led to European
questioning of Washington’s adherence to international law and respect for sovereignty,
whether this moment becomes a catalyst for lasting integration will depend on political will,
institutional adaptation, and the recognition that Europe’s security is now inseparable from its
unity.
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WHAT ROLE DOES THE CAUCASUS PLAY IN THE EU'S
ENERGY SECURITY?

Abstract

This article describes the role of the Caucasus in the energy security of the European
Union. Research revealed that the South Caucasus is a strategically important region for the
European Union, through which Europe establishes connections with regions rich in energy
resources. The Caucasus is an alternative energy corridor for Europe, and therefore, it is in the
interests of the European Union to implement large-scale infrastructure projects in this region
in order to maximize the capacity of the middle corridor. The European Union became
especially interested in the development of the middle corridor after the outbreak of the
Russian-Ukrainian war. When the European Union imposed sanctions on Russia and severed
trade and economic relations with the Kremlin, the Northern Corridor lost its relevance. The
Europeans began to mobilize all their resources to increase the capacity of the middle corridor.
That is why the Middle Corridor may become the most important transcontinental corridor
connecting Europe and Asia in the future.

Keywords: EU energy security, energy policy, Caucasus, South Caucasus, Middle
Corridor.
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3500 2950935, d3JM-mdOolo-x 9035608  (BTC) o dogdm-mdorolo-bvyglols
653003l Y6gdds  gosdfyzgBo Moo 0msdsdgl 39300l Begzol
9696 LMOLYOOL SHYMB0XB0IB 93MM30L BBOYIODY GHGIBLEMEOEGH0MYd5T0. 3
dologbgdds bgawro dgmhym 930M™ 3539000l bsHA0MYsedId00 FMToQ5MgdOL
©0390B0R035305L,  Momsog 09583065  93MM30L  EIM3ZOEIOVIGds Bl
969609 MLYdDY.

Bg0mm  blgbgdmwds 9bgMrMm3mMmgd3gdds o  9bgMyMobRMILEM™MIE G
3600836903650 2599xMdgLs 93M:M30L 3MAs e GHIMbEH0MWO dBJdMH030 50Ol
Dgo6Hmq0%Py.

2022 §gols, 936 3080b00oL 309HB0gbE0 MOLYIES BMb G s0gbo dojmdo
5B9Md50% 560l 309HB0IbGHL dgbgs s bgaro dmsfighs 969603930308 bLgMmdo
LEAHOBHIROMEO 35O GBboMOmMdOL 99lobgd “OH0YON565IOMIMIOL
390m®56MIL“. gl Fgmobbdgds JoBbs 0lobogl sHIMOI0KBLS WS 93M™3IS3d0oML
dmMob 96993030l bLRIOMA0 OBIFIOMAMIOL  godEr0gMgdsl. ™m0z b
09096bds  LodbMmgmol  2sBol  gMgnbol  LsGHMIBBoG™M  459EHMY6sMH0BMdOL
39BMBY. 59 G90obbIGOOL BIMYEGOT0, YHYIMOI0RIBO F5EIOIE0S FoOMETogMUs
9360™30Lm30L 3969060030 060l dofimgds s 2027 Herobmgzol 93™m3s380Ml
906083 20 80¢056MH©O 390M0 Ag@®0 25D0o Joshimpmb. (Zabanova, 2024). doofigme
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96963mMLsgzOMbMYdsdo s Lodwegds  dguyddbsl  “dgdgm  3mbGHOGHIBL”, ®MI
39593060HmL Olgmn DY 9b9HMTMI0IOICGdS.

2022 gl 930™m30Ls s 39339bool  J39969dds  bgwwo  dmosfigeals
MON0YJOHMB5FIOMAMdOL G906l Fs30 D30l 9bgMygEH03wo Fyswdlz9ds
390900l 3563006M900L  bgedgfiymdol  dobboom. 2022 ool 17  ©9390396L
5BgMd50xb0L,  LodoOmzgrml,  MMdobgmols s  MbaMgmol  mez3MMd9dTS
LA IFOMN0  3653FMMAWMIOL  Fgoobbdgds  AooRMm®AgL, MHMIgeoE B0Bbso
obabogl 853569 969000l 35630561905l @S gJu3MOEBHL. BgIMmMbLYbgdmEo J399b9d0
99056bdbgb og0 B30l figoard3zgds 39090l 99ddbstg, MHMBgeroiE 93M™353306ML
dBobs s Joob 969000 FMsdsMoggdl. 53 3MMgdd oL slitmwqdol d9dwgy, 1195
300MdgBH©0560 390900 53538060908 HFobgml  35335L00L LobgwdHoxzmgdmsb,
6Mdgo3 990905 1100 300mdgEHMosbo §ysedzqds 3909wols s 95 3o0mdgEHMosbo
Lobdgegom 3509eobsh. Bgdmm bligbgdmewo 0bgMmIlGMMI@GMGs byl dgmHgmdl
LodbGmgo 3933500 d399b6gdLs s  OMIobgml  TmEoL  9bgMAgG03MEo
065396:MmImdOL 45309 gdsly  (Lepoix, 2023) bgdmo blgbgdmeo  36Hmgddo
36003690356 {oblgamsl  [omBmoagbl  93Mm™353806M0L  9bgeyMBMIsMoggdols
3563 3HJooL  ©039MLOGB03Is(30580. FMIJE3500s6 39ML39gJE035d0, Bsb Fgwyderos
WBOHMB3gagml 33969 9bgMools s  gargd@BHemgbgMaool dofim®gds g3Mm3ol
943946900Lbm30L. M) ol HoMsEHgdom obbMME0gYds, 93MM30L J399690L, sLigag
Logomggemmbs @s 393356006  Lobgwdfoxzmqdl 9b9Mag@03M  MLOIBOMbMGISL,
3030360 5 9306M30396 LEHSdOEMHMDIL FrEobl.

Po68m59bl G5 bol 93mM3sLs s H0SL TMEMOL s 49dM0MmBY3s Md30L0
BEAOSEIFOME0 JMROSR0E0 FEJOIMGJMOOM, LEABEOY0 35335L05 JM3MWOEH0IMMO
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30003060 JO0s6. 35335605 OB MYHOMbo, LOIE WL gMOLSs s BrligmoL
390303032900 063HgMHgLg00 9OHMbgmL gxobgds. 35806, HM©gLsE ILLZW IO
3OWMBL 53 9bgMRMOLMOLYd0m FOEIM Mgaombdo 3mHBO30gd0  Qo0dYsOMU,
360900 do-mbgl 5O  0dMMHYOL, MM 35335b00L  Lobgdfonmgdo  HMLgmOL
MOO0GIBY  ©VOMBML. 30900 3MbBHLIdFMMs  LogMEgl  33ee353  ®o30LO
AG®50E0ME0 253960l LRIOM® 500353 s BodbOHgm 35335L05L M30L “w356s
9BmE” doohbg3l, Moms3 FOWMBL  Mmga0mbol  9BbgMRMOLMOLYdDY  LEMwo
30bGHOM@Oob IM3tm3905L. Hlgmols IoBsbos olsgEgmobmazol bobdo®yswdswgdols
9O )OH»0  Jod[rgdgo  4obgL s  9gBHOMM® FOWMBL  3MLELOdFMS
LogmE39bg  VOLYPIMWOo  gbghyMMgLOLgdom  IOEIM  M9YR0Mmbgdby  IBH3039
3MbE®MOoL ©s9gsmgdsl. ol oLEZW ML LsdbMgm 3533500530 FgM3MWOEFEHOIME
306379006¢© 5©0d3sdl o 3B30EIR 2J3L 3oWsfY3aHOWo, H®I oG ©IYIZAL
9360™ 35330600l 4505GHM™bgds 53 969MMMHgLOLId0m IOEIO MJa0Mmbdo. dmbzmzo
S GHYMbsBHoMwo  9bgMa9BH03Mo  FoElogbgdol  dd9hgdMdSL  39335B00L
M930mbdo, H™Igeoz GMLINOL FHIOOGHMOOOL 239MEOL 93¢0 bMM(309¢©IdY,
Log3MPHYE 500g35aL. LETBEMG 35335L05BY o3 9bol TgbobocPBmbgds, MMlgmds
2965bMM309Ws 3sLOZNMO ,89530 S 0B5EGHMBY - LEMIE Y0, BMIOL dobsbos
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Lodbgotm 0639039630900 89839Mmd0m 3MbEHOMEOL ©sdYstgds (Amegdsdy, 2018).

399060 3mbxgod@gdo s mdgdo 3609369em356 9o8mf3935L Fo®mdmoAqbL
59 6930mbol MLOBOHMbMgdOLmM30L s Fgodergds 930MM3s30 9bgMHRMOLMEOLYdOL
domgdsL d9994965L LogMbg. 969629303290 06g3M5LEGHOMIEGHIOOL
305630050 256500 Mgd0lL  dgdmbgzgzsdo dgodergds LgMombmeo Bosbo
9360m30L  9bgMgBHo3  MLIROMBMYOSL  dosygl.  LsdbMgm 393350530
363LESB0WMMO 3005M0900Ld O 3MBBWOJEBHMIMO LOEFHYS30900L IMYYIPOMIOOL
doBbom 936MM353006M>35 0Bbs© o0Lsbs, MMT 2o5dw0gMHML Moz30L0 BoMI™MEOMdS
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9ma35M900L 930090 Md9d30 s J0DBbI OLEBIZL sboEro JMBFOdEHgdoL HoBmMIMdOL
05300056 5(30¢09gd5L 58 969GMRMEMGMMLYO00Y FEO0PIM MgyombTo. 53 IbGOZ 9OHM-9MH DO
3053560 0603053035 04m 9303533060l 1333060390 m dobool (EUMM) d9Jdbs
Logo®nggenmdo. 2008 fierols GHlgor-bodo®mzgerml mdol 9999y 93¢M™ 3533060l
159533060390 m  dolLosd 3603369 ™m3zsb0  MMWO 0638y 35335B0530  SbOEO
3Mbx@og@gdols s Lomdsmo 0mddggdgdol 5306 s30Wwgdsdo.  39335L00L
30bxzwod@gdol dmfgcmogqdol 9309w Mmool Jobge35, 93MM39egdds 53 dbMog
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©9OBYOOL OEID 9303530000 FoBbo oLbsgl LodbMHgm  3o335b05d0
930mbM0o 3565896:MmI™doLS s 06EJYMOE00L 250 gMgdsl.  93M™ 353060l
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93603530600 39960396 s B0bBLME bTs1gdSL MFg3s 39335b00L J39Y69dL S
GOWMdES  LYABMGM  39335Lb00L  LsFogg  Lobgedfoxnmdo  ©IIMIOSGHOWEO
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LodbGYo  393395L0500  JgM3MOGHO03MMO  LOGMOE0S 3303 OHOVIEO O
©5050E0s. Mg0mbo 33o 3bger (gMEHowo s IbmMoL LMo MBgds, Loss

394060 3068w 0d 3930 d90dwgds bgdolidoge dmdgb@do gobsbangl. Ggyombmwo
3Mb80g@gd0 ©5  9MLEHIVOWMMMDS  DBmyxgH  LogMmbgl mJdbol gz3mM@3580

9696mEOLOLYdOL F9wB9ObYdg GHOMIBLEMOEMGIL. (dmgdsdy, 2018).

936™30L 339350560 9596293030 MBog3MMbMgdoLm30l
Lobogmabermo  360db3ggermgsbos 3933500l Ggaombdo  LEGodoro®mmdols
MBOWB3gYmRs.  Bgdmoblighgdo  gogobmwo  30bxzwodBHgdol  dma35M9ds
936 3538060L96 3033egdlvE JoEMISL MoMbM3L, Mo3E IMO(393L O3EIMTSEH0E
doeobbdgzsl,  MLOBOMbMgdOL  LBxgOmdo  1sbsdIOMIWMdL,  93mbmdozmn®
Pobooligdsll s 9@a0EMdM030 0bLEOEGHWEJOOL TgbodegdMdgdOL 45de0gMHgdOL
GleMOTC AR T TOM 936353006035 LodbGYo 39335b05d0 96962930310

06g3M5LGHOMIGHMOOL LGB NOHMdOL  MHBOMB3gwlogmBe©  3MmbBwodEHgdol
9m35Mm900L 4M393500560 LE®MEHYR0s Mbs 9odmTomb.

G5GH™M 6oL 95 ©gMgx3s6o 360dzbgrrmgsbo - 3ms gMgEbol Hmeo gzdm3ols
9696393037900 MLsxaMMNbMYdoL 35deoghgdsdo

o3 MBOM F5GHMMIL 93Mm30L sdM30YOMEGds 35B300L BL30IB
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5EBSMMBS, T d5 IM9RIBO IMBs35¢To “09096M0 30b30bgbEHOL” 9bgygBH03Mwo
MBROMbMYOOLMZ0L M99 SOEHIM0SQ YOoWI0J3I3IS-

9995 ©9M9x3s6o  FoMdmoagbl ™Mo  3mbEGH0b696G0L, g3Mm30ols s SHBoob
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390 5dobs, 936035300600 593H0MSE 9MOL RGO LsdbMgo 3o335L0sLS o
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This paper examines the impact of the 2008 August War on the international system,
focusing on Russian interests and the role of the West in the process of restoring Georgia’s
territorial integrity. It argues that the 2008 August War was not merely a local confrontation
within the post-Soviet space; rather, it represented a pivotal turning point in contemporary
geopolitical history that challenged the post-Cold War international security architecture.
Through the employment of military force, the Russian Federation signaled its return to the
global stage as a revisionist power, prepared to defend its spheres of influence and halt the
eastward expansion of Western institutions.

The article analyzes Moscow’s post-conflict pressure mechanisms, including the unilateral
recognition of the occupied regions' independence, "passportization," militarization, and
economic annexation. Furthermore, the "creeping annexation" and "borderization" resulting
from the war have emerged as instruments of a new type of hybrid warfare. The study assesses
the role of the West, which became more diplomatically active following the conflict. The
significance of the European Union Monitoring Mission (EUMM) in maintaining regional
stability i1s emphasized, alongside the importance of the Geneva International Discussions
(GID). The policy of non-recognition is also discussed as a critical tool for maintaining the
international isolation of separatist entities. The paper concludes that the successful restoration
of Georgia’s territorial integrity depends on internal democratic consolidation, unwavering
Western support, and the weakening of Russia’s destructive role in the international order.
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2008 ferols s330LG@L Mol gsgergbs LogMomsdm®olim Lolidgdaby s
3mbG3mbxwoddmmo 3830mdol 3dgbgdermdol odm{izggzdo

BLEHMSIBHO

$0b599gdstmg LEsGH0sdo 2obbommos 2008 ferols s330LEHML Mmdols 3s39bs
LogMModmMHoLbm  LolEgdabyg, GMLgmOL 0b6BHYMHJgd0 @S  WILOZEgMOL GO
Logo®m39e™b BHgHoEMM0Eo do0sbmdoL 50y ool 3Gm3gldo. boBgzgbgdos, H™I
2008 ficools 5a30LEGHML ™mdo 96O ymxzows FbBMWME WMISWNOHO  ©I30MHOL30MIOS
3bBLYdFMmMS LogM39d0. ol HotmBMoEYgbs A9MIEID dMIIBEBHL MsbsdgEM™3Y
oLEGHMGM05d0, MHMIgdsg 9334390 Wog9gbs 3030 ™oL Fgdymdo BogMmsdmEmoLm
MBsg3OMbMgdoL  5MJo@gd@Ges. MmOl 139gM(3050 Lodbgdm  GgLEOLGdOL
3990y9gbg000 LogMMsTMMHOLM 5M965DYg dMIMBIdOL 2oboboo Qo93gms S MO30
DotdmsBobs, HmymeE M930HD0MmbolEeds dosd, GMIgeoi IBs@ GO ©H0EZL
393w9bol LEgOHMgdo s T9ohgMml  EILOZWMO  0BLEOEGHGHIOOL  FOITBIOMMYDS.
UG9GH0580 259650009305 Imligm3zol doge s8mygbgdmewo 3mbEzmbawmod@m®o
Bghmols  obgmo  394oboBdgdo,  MMEMGOEs  Mm3M30MHGIMWo  BYR0mbydols
59930098 MO0L 3oWIBOH0Z30 5005MYOS, 353MOEGHODIE30S, BOEOEIMODSE0S S
930bm303mm0 5694Los. 5B5LMsbs3g, Mol Fggys® RsdmyswodgdMEo ,d3M(3930
9bgduos” o ,0MOEYMHODs30sY  odzs  sbowo  BHodol  30dGoEYEo  Mmdol
0bLEGHMMIGBEGHo. 5O MITo Jgx3B90IE0s ILIZEGNOL Mo, HMIgeos 2008 ferols
3990093 IBOM 59GH0IO0 ©O EO03WMT5GH0MO JobEs. bobsLIME0s 93MM353d0MOL
155933060390  dolbool (EUMM) 3960d369wmds  Hgaombdo  LEsdowrwy®mdols
996560B6mbgdsdo.  slg3g  obbowwos 5969308 LogEMITMMOLM  OLIMLBOYdO.
5M5005M00L  3MmE0@03d 30 1g3smo@GHolEGM  gHmgMEgdl  BogmmSIMEGmOLM
0bBME305d0  9J393L.  ©sL33boL  Loboo  sEbodbmeos,  MHMI  LodsMmzgEoml
AIO0GHMM0ME0  JD0sbMmdOL 50ygbol [oMTo@gds M 3I0IIM0s  J39ybols
30@03MNM ©5 9306mFo3zMe 29630056935, LGB0 MOHMOSDY, L3Ol
MEMYgg3 FboMsF MBS O LEgOHMdmMolm Faldogdo GMLgmol bGHOYJ30mEo
ol dgLmliEgdedy.

153356dm LoGyzgdo: 2008 Ferob sa30LEML MA0; BHIOOEHMMOE0 FNE0SbMV;
333930 969JL0s; 93MIM 338060l L3 330M390¢ M dolos (EUMM); 56500056900l
30035

33935 856bmOr0ogems ,,005 BrIbosggemol bsgstozgermb 96m3609¢m0
Us3936090m Bmbool dbstsFgmoom [36sbHolb bmdyto MR-25-1013]¢

dgbsgsemo

2008 §arob 5230LGHML Mo 96 YmBows IBMWMO MISWYOHO IS0MHOLI0MYdS
3bALYdFMMS BogM39d0; oL HoMmBMOEYIbs F9MIEID dMIIBEBHL MsbsdgEM™3Y
39300303960 obGHMM0530, MMIgEdss 9339390 WosYgbhs 3030 Aol dgdymdo
LogMMSTMOHOLM MLOBOMLMIOIOL 5OJoBgd@Gs. 833wg35Md MMbsEE sdxmlids 3
AL Mfms: ,3539MS Mo, HMIEdsi Abmgwom Jgdes” (Asmus, 2010), Gosb dsb
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3bsYm OHMLIPOL BJOIOS300L VOB IdS LHGMMITMOOLM  9M9bsDY, MMaMO3
930D0MboLEHYE0 dools, HMIYE0E 3HBOE SGOL 453Mm0Ygbml LodbgO M MHglOLO
1530 293w 9bol  LGBIOMIIOL OLOEIZIV WS LM  OBLEEHOGHWEJOOL
398350 M9d0L TgboBgMHJOS.

L59OHPSIMMOLM FglM0YoL M35 LEBOOLOm, 2008 ool 3mbywrod@Hds 4odmegwobs
00 bm639d0L, 360063039005 s 39dsboBTgdoL Lolilidg, MMIGW ™S 256300050935Bg3
©5LO3EIE0 EO3EMA53HJO0 MO0 SMfEgMEOl 256853 ™dsd0 FFomdEBI6. Dol
0350650003 3b9o30 08 dm3wgbsdo, M MdT> LMPZ0s gMo™ml 1999 ferols
LG93dMOL JoOEH0ob RBMbsdgb@mo 36M0b3030 (©sagbowgds Ne1009 Hlgmol
0909653006 3096 g™l 1999 ferols LEGHeddMEOL  JOHMNMIWO030 4963bowgdOL
39LOHMEdEMIOL Momdsby LLT, 80 (30/07/2001), 2001), Gdwol dobgwo3zomss
0009 BobgedHozmb 593L MREGDS, 0935 S0MBOML 1530 MLOBOMbMGIOL
3mfymool sGJoGgdGHes o 5e0sbligdo. GMmaMm®mE 93393500 XIMIWE GHMEWIMHO
50b0dbogls: Imligmzol Joge dogrols godmygbgds s LogoMm3zgeml GHgMHoGHMMOMEo
do0obmdol  bgwymas  ogm 3003000 2o0mf393s  0d  3mbGEozo  mdol
Dobeogolodo, GMmIgeoi 9uwdbgdms LwzgMgbodg@ols s LogMmMsdmMobm
5005090990 LBHBE3MIOOL bgerrdgmbgdemdsl (Toal, 2017).

539099090  BoBMYsMgds  Mobbdgds, MmA 2008 fewol  3mbgeod@ol
3 MdOH0 36093690Mds 330MHM® 1935300605 boEB M goRsmmMadoL byzomblo
@5 899 gbGHOL  LsdoEOL  gosY39GOwWgdgdl (Asmus, 2010). 5060dbsg9b, ®mI
MgmoLsmgol gl mdo ogm Bsdwmoegds, Moms bsdbgdm gbom 8gghgegdobs
BOOOWMIEGHWIBGH03MM0  5¢0sblbol  Jgdamdo YOy oL LEHBW3ZMJOMID o
0598330390065, BT ,,bEHMGHIYME0 M3bsbgz0L” g3mds LYW Es. odo@Mmo
9903909308 3963bogdgd0  93MM3Mo  MBBOMLMIdOL  Fgbgdol  gosfigcol
330 gdMdol dgbobgd (Medvedev, 2008) LHimGgo 59 Mg30BombolEMo ol
PobOogol bsfowro ogm. o6 580Ls, dmbzmgds 2008 Herols dmgwgbgdo godmoygbs
3bM3ML s3M)300090EMIOL 5POMYOOL Ladslmbm ,,3093909b¢ " (Asmus, 2010),
Goms3  LYYMMHTMOOLM  BsdsMMWOol  bMEMIYOoL Lo  0bEIMO3MYGHOE0S
99L035Bs AbMmFBOMU.

Mol 9gpo©  Rodmyswodgdmwo  ,d3mEego  9bgduool”  dmeo@ols o
399300909 MH9a00mb9g0d0 25bbmM (309000 ,dMMEOIO0DBIF0S AobEs sbogro
Go3ob 300600 mdol  0bLEGHMMIGDEBHO. 9©F0sBOL  MREGOIMS  93OM3MeEDds
LolodoMmeomd  8mp305690000  soYobs  Gmligmol  BggMOEool  ,9539dGHMM0
3MbGHOMWo* 53 FHYMHoGHMM0g0bY s 3oLbolidygdEMds s530LMS sl Bogboww
©MH39390%D9, 350 ol gmbozmeMo (dgbwol Bsd@Hgdbg (Georgia v. Russia (IV) (No.
39611/18). Decision on Admissibility, 2023). 03939, LsgOPSTNOOLM M9653GRMIOMdOL
505153056M0LS 3353MTS 0993053 2008 Ferols saMglosby, Hmymes hg9b0, S1939 39360
bbgo 833¢093600L SHBOOm, gbs 4omblbs 999amd 3mbx83w0dBHgdl M3Ms0bsdo 2014 s
2022 fiemgddo.

Ol b 9adem mzswbshobm bgds ol gsd@o, MHmI 2008 ferols adds
LogoMM39eMT0 IBOMES WOdYMIOHO LogMHDITMOOLM Fgldoyol J9sM9gdomo
LGOBOMOMIOL bsbs s AMGBom sboeo  29Mm3MoE03MM0  3MBROMBE 300
9o Md5d0  o50MYbs. Bsb  9B39bs, GMI  9bgHYMOILMOLYdIO® A5 0GHGOMEO
OMBYO SO 5306093©S  EILOZWNG  BmE®IGODY  ©oRMIbYdIM  LolEgdsdo
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0639365305, 50539 (POWMOPS S¢GHIMbIEH0WO 393w 9bol bLggdmgdols d9dabsl,
5053 $6TIOGHMMO© Y3390 93OM3NIMO S JEMOSWYOHO  MLIBOOBMYdOL
sbdsxGo.

33@930L dgmmEgdo

LEHoG0s 993736900 30L906H030 33¢930L (Qualitative Research)
06@960LE03¢0bm6 30y™asl, HMIGE03 59005690l 3mero@ozol dg3bogmgdols
5 LGOI STMOHOLM MO0 YIOHIMOJIOL 565¢POBOL FgNMEIOL. by30MbOol Fglsbfogars
3990yg9gbgd0s 99990 IgnMm©Ydo:

o ©m3M3963gooL  sbogrobo (Documentary Analysis): 33¢0930L  36m39L80
d9LPogeo 0465 LogHMsdMmGOLM LHT>MICIWGOMH030 M 3Yd96EJd0, B FmMol
999000 1999 {erob BEsddmeob Jos@@Hos s 39elobzol slizgbomo sg@o. sgag,
299Bs0BEs 50530560l MREIGdsms  93MM3NM0  Lsbeds@meml  (ECHR)
3905(1939¢0w 90900 Loddgbyg ,LodsGmMzgm Mlgmol Fobsswdwgy (IV)“ s
Gdw053060L 3mdolools slizabs.

e Lo@WOEooL BseoBol dgomeo (Case Study): 65dGM™To 0ygbgdls 2008 Ferols
5230LEHML 3mbREOJEL, OMYMOF 3MLEE030 mdol 39MHOMEOL MLsBOMbMYdOL

504oGH9dGHOol  OH3930L  Fogowoml. 1939 dglhogurowos  3mbgwod@ol
3930965 LEGOMSFMOHOLM LoLEJIOL FHEIBLRMODs305DY.

o 99005090000 565¢r0bo (Comparative Analysis): 33093590 obboryeos 2008
faools 8m3zmgbgool 3085Mmgds 3Mbmaml 30939IbGHMB s oo gogwrgbs
090pamddo  wm3Gs0bsdo (2014 s 2022 (awgdo) 2963000690

3068w0d9gdd).

e OLZNML-365¢0BO: dgLfogzeroos HgmOL B9IIMHSE00L BowowBobmlibgdol
(059, ©0doG Mo 99039©930L) 3030300 3°6@3bow9dgd0
»360030090M9d9o  06@gMHgLYdOL LEBIGHMYdOL“ Tglobgd, Mg Lodwoegdols
003935 30e0535653mm 30930l H930H0MmboLEMEo Mol Falidoyo.

o 0LEHMOHOME-EMY034IMH0 BYNMEO: IMZG)bgdO 2obbOWE0s JHMbMEIMA0M®
FOowdo - MmIs8geo 39MH0m©oEb  (dmdsMglBol Lsdo@o) ®g3s6ge
9500Md59] (dMMOIM0BE0S s F3M(3930 569JB05), M5 LoTMOEGdIL 0dEg3s
5069l J0b9H-0909™dMH030 3538069d0.

8993900

33w930L 909250 2590033905 05896089 3MbsdgbEmeo Bogbgds, MHMAWgdos
35bmdL LGSG00L 356 303MmMYHBYOL: OILEWMES, MmA 2008 (ol ™adds

Q9MM305 (3030 mdol 999amdo bEOdOEMOMdS s 9339398 s9949bs LogMMsTMmMoLMm
LodoMNEol 0lgmo BMBEsTI6EHMMO 3006303980, MMYMMOE gMomml 1999 Faol
13o3dME0oL JoOE0s. MMlgmol Jdgdgdds sB396s Mry30BoMbolB WMo 3mwo@ozol
50196905, Lo LETBYOM dogs 25dM0Ygbads o3 gbols Lgggmmgdol bgwsbowo
9356 35300Lm30U.
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gb®owo 1. LsgOmsdmMobm {gumogol g3mermaos 2008 ool 3mbgarod@ol
FOHowdo

2008 fersdgog
060353 ™Mo sMLgdeo 2028 (zgols 909camdo
3 Mdstrgmds PE
0dYMHSMEOO
‘éj(}l)bggéo:)bmgbob L59MMSIMOOLM ?)O(g&(:,@g @:3‘,’{])60
QI BbEogo 3MOBOMOGHS30
LobEgdsdo M9g30Bomboli@mwo,
Glgool HMEo 06@&9365:300L »9DBH0IBOZ MO
9309w Mds dogns®
LsBE3MYdOL 5P0MYOO »0303930 9694LosS" Qs
by dgybgdenmds 113969603 9GO dMOIM0DBI(300

339350 oBggbs,  Mmd  dmbzmgo  09ygbgdl M35 IM0E  30dMHOEE
0blG®Tg6GHIOL 3306900 BHYMHOGHMMH0gd0L  ©I-Bodd™  bgdloolmzgol. gl
3003960 56 JgBMOBGYGds FBMWME LETBIOHMYOOL gobEsAgd0m s IMO(393L
LoBoMHNYOM03, 9306MT03ME S LMEF0SEME SB39JBHIOL.

gbdowo 2. 39306900 MH9aombadol  ©9-BoJAH™  0bFIMsE00l
0bLEGHMMIG63H9d0

| e |

L5BSONWHRMO30 f;lf:;ggooo%m Qo ;?g)gi()@?]?;@gbob
994965 Gemligorosb

T SRR
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d94o60bdol 3M630gBHwmwo

&odo 0bLEBHMAgbEgdo 80%bsbo
05900l 49bmagLigds dmdogo

LsdbgMm (31O, MBogOMbmgdols
3b0b35¢00) Molb3zol d9dabs

S1939  999aq00  domomgdl,  MHMI  ELLOZEgMOL  Bmo  3sboeo
©59330639000056  5JBHoO  ©03MmIdGHoE  FMmm85090©g  39B30mM..
93603539060  Bos93300393wm  dobos (EUMM) s 396930L  Log@msdmmobm
©oL3MLogdo  ®Bgds  LAHIBOEWMOMOOL  JOHMIPIOH  F9JoboBTgds©,  MMI3S
3MW0GH03MM0 25003935 99D MEos Mligomol FBGOIL 350 YdMEdgdOL
39796 GOEMBOL QoM.

Abx g mds

2008 ol s330LEH™L mdo Bods®mnggermdo Hommoygbws Gligmol 539gMs3gool
LEAHGSGHIPOME 35Lbl  sbow LygMMETMGOLM FgbmoaBg, GMIOL (396EHOIW MO
09Bobo  3mBELBdFMMs BogMEJI0 LW OO go3wgbol gdudsbliool Lsdbg®™m
abom TghgMgds o  dmlgmzol  ,,30M0309a0M0MWwo  0bGHIMILYOOL  LEgHML®
bgaobowo ©gds®zs3os ogm (Asmus, 2010). Glgmols Hg30HbomboliGreo dmeo@ogzs
d0Bbs  obobogs  BOGHML  RoRBIOMMGdOL  FgBgMgdsL,  LodoGrmgguomls
Lobgedfoxmgdmomdols ©s dolo 3MMELLIZEMEGO  39OLOL  EILEAEHDOWODsEOS.
390920l dgLobsbbgds dML3mzds s5dmddgs ,03MmE930 969JLooLS” s Y-
399BH™ 0639305300l 3653500 dM0560 39ds60BTgd0, M3 LEgMMITMGOLM TGOl
26s396@M0 bmMdgdol LoliEgdme M©3935L 953dbgds.

Gmlgool 0b@gmgligdo 2008 ferols mddo 3mA3wgdlvemo ogm s LEOWYdMES
dbMEmE 58bsBgMoLs s 9.. LEdbEMGe MmOl LBEBHSGMLOL LogzomMbL. M3oM3gwgls
39M3MW0GH03MO  59m3sbsl  Homdmoygbs  BoBml  dmdegbBol  Lsdo@ol
39005093930 9gd0L 2569035905, O™l JobgOZ0M3 LEJIOMZIM S ©936M50bs
5¢0056LoL 9360900 9bYdMEHbb (Toal, 2017). dmbzmzolmzol gl oym ,Homgwo
bsBo“, OHMIWOL  950533900L53 356 Lodbgodm  0bEHYM396300m  3slbs, Moms
939690065, O™ Blyaro ,LEHMGIR0ME0 ¥356sbg30L“ bobs aliMves (Asmus,
2010). 2565 5oLy, mTo 0gm JMMP35M0 ,B53509MML A5 OLEgEgMOLmZ0L
30bmgml  ©s8MY300MBOL  50sMGIOL  2odm,  Momog  3M9Ids Lo
©599%303900065, M dsboz 3Jmbs MBGds 35eTBOOZ50 99339 LEHL3Mgdo
Lo3Mmot 993565 gbmdo“ (Asmus, 2010). GHowos30b0L 3mdolbool  slizgboon:
930b6m303M0  035bIBOOLom,  OHMLgmo  JoBbos  olsbogws  3MbEHOMEo
59395690065 969G g3H03M  F9MIOMEHJODY, OMIWgdog  JOL30OL  OYLWEOLYIL
9360M35L HMgmoL 439MEOL 53000 5{30HI6, HOMIE LoJoOM3gE™ BEGHMSE IO
3M™O0©MOL FoMdmowyqbos (Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the
Conflict in Georgia, 2009).

mdob 99dpamdo 999aq00L dgbobo®Pmbgdms s golivdysMgdms, OGlgmds
399m0ygbs ©589b0dg J8gomo 894sboBdo. 306390 s Y39wsBg M35¢LOROBM 0ym
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39930609390 ©g0Mbgd0L M) 300090EMdOL 35 TbMOZ0 50scYds 2008 fierols
26 530LFGHML, O3 9H0bs50IYRIOMPS 39lob3ol slizgbom sdBL s uti possidetis-
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THE HISTORICAL PATH OF OLD BELIEVERS: DENOMINATION
OR SECT?
IN THE CONTEXT OF EUROPEAN SOCIOLOGICAL PARADIGMS

Abstract

This study focuses on the historical formation of the Old Believers (Old Orthodox) Church
in Georgia, examining its religious, ecclesiological, social, and cultural characteristics, as well
as its contemporary status. It presents the historical origins of the Old Believer movement,
which are linked to the 17th-century schism within the Russian Orthodox Church. Based on
this analysis, the study demonstrates that the Old Believers do not represent a new or alternative
doctrine but rather constitute one of the historical expressions of ecclesiastical tradition.

The research further analyzes the processes of persecution and forced migration of the Old

Believers, particularly under the religious policies of the Russian Empire, which led to their
settlement in various countries worldwide and in Europe, including Georgia. Attention is given
to the stages of Old Believer settlement in Georgia, the processes of inculturation, forms of
social integration, and their contributions to the country’s civic and cultural life.
The study pays particular attention to the internal structure of the Old Orthodox Church, its
hierarchical organization, and the continuity of apostolic heritage. Based on sociological
analysis, it is shown that the Georgian Old Orthodox Church does not meet the criteria for
classification as a sect but is more appropriately considered a denomination—historically
established, institutionally stable, and socially integrated.

Finally, the study demonstrates that in contemporary Georgia, the Old Orthodox Church
functions as a multiethnic, open, and pluralistic denomination that aligns with European
sociological and legal standards regarding religious and belief freedoms.

Key words: Old Believers, Georgia, Europe, Historical Development, Social Integration,
Inculturation, Denomination.
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THE LIMITATIONS OF THE EU'S FOREIGN AND SECURITY
POLICY (EUFSP) IN THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT AND
GEOPOLITICAL PARALLELS WITH GEORGIA

Abstract

The article examines the role and institutional limitations of the European Union’s Common
Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) in the context of the Israeli—Palestinian conflict, with
particular emphasis on the EU’s diplomatic engagement and its support for the so-called Two-
State Solution paradigm. The study analyzes the key stages in the historical development of
the Israeli—Palestinian conflict, the principal factors driving its escalation, and the political and
diplomatic approaches proposed at various stages by the international community, especially
by EU member states and European policymakers.
The article argues that the Two-State Solution model promoted by the European Union has
come to represent a largely optimistic political narrative within contemporary international
discourse, rather than a realistic and practically viable pathway capable of ensuring a
sustainable resolution of the conflict and lasting peace in the region.

The concluding section identifies geopolitical parallels with the Georgia—Russia conflict and
discusses the implications for the expansion of Georgia’s foreign policy strategy in a context
where EU mediation plays a secondary role and demonstrates limited capacity to effectively
influence conflict resolution.
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ECONOMIC RELATIONS BETWEEN ITALY AND GEORGIA
IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

Abstract

This article examines economic relations between Italy and Georgia during the first two
decades of the twentieth century and the initial period of Soviet occupation. It aims to identify
Italy’s economic interests in Georgia and the Caucasus region amid intensifying political and
geopolitical change. The research employs the principle of historicism, content analysis,
contextual analysis, and the case study method. The study's source base comprises archival
documents preserved in the Historical-Diplomatic Archive of the Italian Ministry of Foreign
Aftairs, as well as scholarly literature in both Georgian and Italian.

The findings demonstrate that Italy’s economic interests in Georgia developed primarily along
three main lines: transit trade via the Black Sea ports, small-scale entrepreneurship, and the
economic activities of Italian migrant labour within Georgian territory. Italy’s involvement in
Georgia’s commercial and economic life intensified significantly, whilst facilitated by a
favourable political environment and institutional support. In this regard, discussions
concerning a potential Italian mission in the Transcaucasia played a particularly important role,
as they stimulated the mobilisation of commercial and financial sectors and encouraged
coordinated economic engagement. Conversely, the weakening of political support and
changes in government in Italy, together with Georgia’s Soviet occupation and its
consequences, had a direct and adverse impact on Italy—Georgia economic relations, affecting
both the feasibility and security of economic activity.

In the early twentieth century, Italy—-Georgia economic relations had considerable potential for
development, yet this potential largely remained unrealized due to political instability and
shifting geopolitical conditions. This historical case clearly demonstrates the strong
interdependence between economic cooperation and its political prerequisites.

Keywords: Italy—Georgia relations; economic history; Transcaucasia; Black Sea region;
Georgian Democratic Republic
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©59M30009090  bobgedfoxzmgdol  Bsdmyswodgdol  999gy.  Lods®rmgguomls
©59M9300093MB0L 45dMEbOEIOOL 99 0G0 sboero Mg131)d0o30L J0dsMN
30@03MNM0  FbomoF s godmbods,  MoLog 93mbmdozmEo  0b@gMgligdol
3999H0ME9ds dm3ggzs. 009939, Qb 3OHMEgLO bobdm3wg 50dMBbEs. LEdFMMS 335300l
9900093 0GHOwoMHo  3md3560900L  LgJdosbmds  8339mGe  dgobEMs:  Imbs
0Adooll  dmgoemodgms  Jmbgdgdol 693300300,  ©I0LMES  LofoMTmado o
03999000 d9(Ys om0 LsdgfaMdm-93mbmdolz Mo 5dEH03mdqdo.

X mds
XX Bo39960L sbofigolido, xge 30093 OYLgmol 0339MHool G9dsygbermdsdo,

Jo6Hwo 3mOHEJO0L o3wom 35FMHMds 30dEObsMYMO©s 93MM30L MY 39969006,
350 IGO0, 0G9W0sLmsb. dM0EBYMOL LodgzmL GarmEol sbsM0dol dobgwogom (De
Matteo, 2009), 1919 §ewols 0gd96H35¢0d0, 3533560580 5MLYdMwo d306M9 d0BbgLlgdOL
Boffoero 0@se0gwgdol IREmdgEmdsdo 0ym. dsm dmMol sebsbodbsgos: 9O Feoom
35F6OMds Md0oldo, 35Bol IgMEbgmds s bg-GyYol FoLoegdol gJudes@sEos
9306569 HoMmbmb. gots sdols, XIX Lom3mbol dgmg bobgzs®do ©30bogHols
d09690md0l  BoFoMHM909d0L  25dmIEO0bstg 393350500  093M0  OFHIWOJEO
96300 30gMm9bEGH0 BsdM30s. 00539 39M0M©PA0 J30L ©s3w9ds3900L MUEGSEJOOU,
3b900L 889690 gdols s dmdobs3zggdol LybmbmEmo FoaEsgos s0obodbgdms,
OMIgwog dBsM©O 0gm sbogro Lobgardfionm 3MMmgdBHadol ©sfgygool OmML. (De
Matteo, 2009, 33. 293).

122



LOJOOMZIM S 93035 | 2025

306390  dbmBwom ®dol ImdEg3bm, 0GIW0s 5809635335600l  FsbsEHol
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930bm3o3zmEo  dm@GH039000  0gm  AoB30MOMdGPdMwo  (xmxwgs, 1997, @3. 57).
50096 35335b0580 0GdSEo0ls 9306m3039960 2393w9bol 2393639 gd0l
80Do6dghHmbomdsbg 1919 fiewols dsobdo 3560Bdo dmIbogdmee d9dm®msbwmddo
©IAHOMMO© X JMdS Badmm 06506960, BgMBIMOBM BMgs®s, Mdmdgwog dsd0b
»oocieta Commerciale d’Oriente (500mbogEgm0L  30mIgHEGoMEo 30335600
0GHOWoNMo  3mIgOHE3oMo 356308 dgomdowo  3m33s605)  g9bgecrMo
©0M9JAHMMOL 05659 gdMIL 03539809. 030 59GH0MS® 0Ym BOM0o 15FTIZ0EMdM
3Mbx39M9b300L  93mbMdozMe s BobsblE  3mTobogddo. Tl Slgly WIS
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535390000 068MMT5309L 5{3000s. IMY30569d0m, 1929 Howb, bmas®s 35303960l
139(305M0 50B0bOLEME00L FBsOHM39WsE s0b0TBs (50BboLGMsE0s (dobs
LogMolL baBobsl 496529009), Mol 396 0930 OO FomBsBgoom gostmngs (Pollard,
1999).

LodMWMME, BOWBRILZM boGol FmogzMMdOL dJogh 5d09M 353350580 LodbgMm
Bo61930L5256 53093939050 3609369003650 ol LBS 0FHIOMO 93:bmdozemo
060305303900L 303 039M0 Loghgbo. dombgszs 0dobs, GMI oGswoguo
390o609900 3303 93MIYgdb96 53 M90Mmbdo 153056 93mbMT03MM L5Jd0bMOL,
0530530039W5© 393300 bs0b3qLEOE0M 3MMgdEgdo LMo FsLdGHdom 396
396bmM 309 YdMs.

$0bs8gdsmg, 808mMm30b0sgm  0GdWoGmO  3M33560900L  BHO39gdl s T
15g8056MBIL  Lodomggermdo XX Lor3mbol obsfyoldo: ,,35335B00L 0@FSXOMEO
3035605 (Compagnia Italiana per il Caucaso)® 1920 ferol 16 3oG@L, xamxo ,.llva*-l
35GMMbogom, 39335L0580 3mBgME0YOo Logddosbmdols s Lsfo®mBmgdol Tgbfogzwols
@5 35630l JoBbom oxrdbs. x3Mx0 ,llva“ 0d 3gM0m@OL 0EIool 9Hm-9MHmNOo
mAlbg0wglio BMEsEOLY s BZ0bOL AFoMHTMGOgo 3MbYWMIGHSE0 0gm. 3003356050
©oMgm3b690eo3  @sofym  gJudmOGo 3933500, s FmGol,  dolmzol
396390036000  Bsbgobmdols  4o@obs.  53530MMMWSE, 0g0 53dDOEOMEO  293990Bs3
5005390005, ML BMORL  MTogMgds  FME3565390900  BHY35MBgol Tob@ol
3Mb3gLools Gglobgd. 039ad90Mm©s 3930@90l 10 Joomb oMsdEg oM
0300oldo 313356000 FoMdMTogbermdolsmzols d9bmdol dgdgbs (De Matteo, 2009).
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15g8056MBOL GoRIMMMYOSL 5396060l Bobg3z563MBIMol Fowds. 39MHMbgl Mm¥sbols
b9wdd©3s69emdom, HMIgEdsi 3335600l 3mbEMmMmmo XX Lsrm3mbol olsfiyolido
0M03m35,  ,obLow M MmIobE®Mobgwo  IMZ53OHMBOWMHO  FoMdmgdols
dmYoEsh  39MF0350MMs©  0b63GHM0MmdME  0bMLG®OoME  3m3356050
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9306m30396M0 9Ju3sbLOOL LEBHMOEJY0S, MMIJGOE SVIMBOZEIm 93MM30L s 8530
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99LodgdEMdsL (Ridolfi & Benegiamo, 2015). 590l 30v)bgs350, s0lsbodbsgos, I
LHmOgo  9BLoErMbsh 99odobs Lods®mzguml ©sdmm30gd9eds 913130350
30639Wws© ,Ansaldo S.V.A.10% Godob smo m30m86006530 (Janelidze, 2022, 93. 6),
Omdgwosg 1921 gl dmewdg303m6 OMLgOMb  dGMIMEol  OML  odbs
399my9gbgdmo.

0Go0gds  39fo0Md90, s@OMEBM  2qwsd, Mmlgomol  0339M00LYE  doomm
0300090l mMo  dmbs3zgmol  FJ9bgdMBoL  MBEgds:  YoMBO-go®sr)Mgsbols
(0096900l LoBEZMOL3IID) s BdoJM-X MGl bsBgdby. 1916 Fgwl ™dols o
30@03MNM0  Jombol  godm  Lsdwmdomgdo  JgBgMs, MOl QodmE  Glgool
503060LAHMHE05L 29esll F0TIMM OO IZ35W0sHYdS MRS, 1919 gl ggeosls
300356058 0@owosdo  o3Jmbs oo MomEgbmdom dgMobmbiol ds@ywo s
09399600 35@Ywo, OMIgEos by3909Lbm baGolbom ogm (36Mmdowo. SEMmERM gesls
15dd056MdS LoJoMMN39wmBo 93w9dbgdMEs doMEIJMHE (bodmbgwryszerom) dmgwl,
09)93d ol 96 3dmbs 933900 IMbM3MEomEmo 56 (35¢dbMO30 dmddggdol
WREgds.  0GHowomMmo  LsIMYH3germ  Logmbeol  (Lodbg®m s  Lsdmdssdm
930306900L) dofimEqdol Lobszerme, sl gboFgdms JoMmemo By gmwmols
(05695600, dsByo, 05305J™) 39@9bob BgosIm3s. 9L 0y™
MOMN0JOHMOITMIOIOINO 53OS, LIS 0GIXOMEMO bty 396 0dmMmJdgEId©
©59M¥9300JIWHE 5 0FYWYOWO 0Y, 56256000 gogfios LodoOM3g Ml FmszmMdOL
306000930LS 5 MJAOMBYO 300 329MH0 F9bLM3gdoLlmzol (De Matteo, 2009, §3.
323-324).

o3 d99bgds Abbgowo 0bEMLEH®O0L (o®dMToygbergdl, ULsstdogzm dsbogrom
0033939 M3 0GOool 85330l gM™m3bmeo SLmEoszos (Associazione Nazionale
Cotoniera) o ds¢geolb gomgbmwo sbmosgos (Associazione Laniera Italiana)
59BH0Ms© 0ym Py by geols 3mdogdsdo dsmwdols, MBOEPOLOL, d5Jmbs s
ROOL B3HMYODY. 53539 39MH0MEI0 BodsermNzgemdo 73Mbd0mboGmds OGS0l
Lodgxnmdo  EORMdbgdmwo 35330l IMYH3gEMdOL  3m3360s ,LsABGOYJ OGS0l
053d0L Lofo@dmgdo“ (Manifatture Cotoniere Meridionali). 4399496580 {o6dmoygbocro
0Y4m 53M9mM39 0GS0OHO Bsdb3M LgdB™M™MO: ImJdgEIdEs OGIW0YM-35335L0w9O0
05630 (Banca Italo-Caucasica) o ™330 ©s39dbgdemo gobsblrymo mmysbobsEos
L0020 Bodmm3wowo  BEMWJGHMMIOOL oM,  Lodsdmgzggermdo  93mbmdozme
15g8056Mdsd0  AMBSFogmdEbIb  0FHowogwo  MbEBSGHJP0 s  Lbgsslibgs
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3653900 LBIOML FoMIMBoYgbergdo. s50Bsb0dbs305, HMI J5d3900L 93glools
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LombGHOG™ML 8096, ,,egM3MEE dOERYETS FHOIMOL 5©dI9bgds dmofjgos |...]
035090 06506960 9659c0m sbMgMeg@ 0, HMIgEdss, og30l AbM0g, 339690 mds
B0 3030l b5mgLOgL — 9.¢0. S6EMYMEgEHOL™ (Logroos, 2010). s0lsbodbsgos, Mma
9099MO©  ME300L  dg  bdgmmgdo 1938  (gwl, ®dowoldo  o@swrools
L53MbLYIE ML Loberols FF>MIM39e0lL Msb58EYdMDIBY ymaxzbols 39MH0Mm©A0, 53539
0Ad00ls @S 39MmBsbool LolisMygdm X 539dMmdol dMSEEgdom. ol oSG
39959(3)9bgdgwo  49bsBgbo  LodoMmzgamli  Lu-ol  Gobssb Loddgoms  Lobowbm
3M3oboM0s@ol  Lsdgmeol dogH 1938 {Herol 21 03bobl 0dbs godm@sbowo, Mol
Log3md3zga D3 Fogboxs o30LwREGOOL 53390 10 fierols 3som, 30Ms@o Jmbgdols
3Mbgxol3s300m. (oblobzmdo, 1938).

XX b53m60ob sbsHgoldo MdoEroldo sliggg FMP35HgMAPS 5MHIJMHPDO OGSO
5040390, bgemzgbadol LggHml Fomdmdsygbgwro s Bb3sIlb3s dBrmxzqliools
500530560, 3500 JmM0ob, gJodo s oLoMbYMO. 0FIW0JMS 93MbMT03MM LoddosbMBDL
LogMmmbY ©59899dMs LogdoMmmM3geMml LodFMms M39935300L 890I. 0G0l Lsgscgm
boddgoms  LoBoboLGHMML  oLGMOOMW-E03WMTsGHoe  sBJogzdo gl Logddggdo
dmdsgmmos  MMbgmdo  o@Gowool  (omdmdoygbrmdgdol  dsbowgddo —
»Rappresentanze D'Italia in Russia (diplomatica, economica e consolare), busta 40 (1921),
fascicolo 1)Rappresentanza Italiana a Tifiis, sf 3) Illegalita commesse contro cittadini ed enti
italiani® @5  obobogl  M396mbmdgdl, “MIwgdog Bowgbor  0dbs  o@swool
9cmdow59d9g9g00Ls @S 0GO90eMmo LoHoMdmgdol Hobsomdgy Lods@mzgwml LsdFMmoms
39935300L 899¢09y. Lostdogm doboersdo 3b3wgdom 333560900l M9330Bo300U,
Jbgdols  BsdmOH»Ig30L, Logdosbmdol FgBM3oL, 0Lg3g, OMAMOE 0G0l
dmdowsd9g0bg 053oLbAOL Fogowomgdls 1921-1922 Hergddo (Archivio, 1921). 1921
Dol boddgms 8992900 MBOEOLOWD SILEWOOL, M 0FIOMHO d0DBbYLOL
9309™d900 35335B05d0 oEHowo FoMEbom OIS, 339 1921 ool 26
©93990960L  0Gow05d BsdFMms MMLYNMID s93YsEs  Hobolfotro 93mbmdozmeo
MON0YOHMMOGd0. F9dpamd, 1924 {ierol 7 09096M35¢l, 0GHowosls o BsdFMm
3930060l MOl MBOEOSWIMOE  ©ETYSMPS O3MTSGHOMMO  MONOIODNMIJOO,
MoLoE BodFMms Lobgedfonml OO LsFsMMNEIIM0Z0 SPVOIMOS dm3yzs (Serra,
1985).

33w930L 89093900 3bsymxL, MHMI  0@sW0s-LodoMm39wml  93:mbmdozmeo
MOMNO0YONMOJO0  FOOOMP  0YMm  POOIRIFIMNEO  3M0E03MO  3b63gJLEH9b.
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306Md90d0, d0BBYLOL FMHdJ35060 OYIATZs 35303 MEs© TJMIGIGEO OYM.
dom6Mg dbM0gz, d0bgozs® 93MmbMT03MMO  IB3IMPIO0LY, OGEIWoolbm3oL 53
3°9m3oMgdsl  86033bgemgsbo  LaMgdgwoi  3Jmbs. ©@o3emds@ovMo,
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IBN RUSHD'S (AVERROES’S) POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS VISION

Abstract

This study analyzes the political and religious vision of Ibn Rushd (Averroes). Ibn Rushd
repeatedly addresses issues that remain relevant today. He holds that the legitimacy of political
authority must be grounded in both religious principles and rational reasoning. According to
Ibn Rushd, despotism arises when either of these is neglected. The study also examines Ibn
Rushd’s personal experience as an intellectual who was closely connected to power but became
a victim of political persecution under the rule of Caliph al-Mansur. The influence of Ibn
Rushd’s works extended beyond al-Andalus, laying the foundation for Latin Averroism in
Europe, impacting Renaissance thinkers, and remaining highly significant in contemporary
Islamic intellectual discourse. The article also analyzes the importance of Ibn Rushd’s thought
for contemporary discussions on political reform, rationalism, and the relationship between
religion and governance.

Keywords: Ibn Rushd, Averroes, philosophy, Islamic law, political thought, reason and
religion, virtuous city, Latin Averroism, free thought, ethical governance
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SECURITY CHALLENGES OF THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ AND
THEIR IMPACT ON THE TRANSIT ARCHITECTURE OF THE
SOUTH CAUCASUS

Abstract

This article examines the impact of the 2026 Strait of Hormuz crisis on the transit architecture
of the South Caucasus. The starting point of the study is that Hormuz can no longer be treated
merely as a hypothetical risk. Against the background of the U.S.-Iran confrontation, Iranian
control measures, the U.S. naval blockade and the seizure of vessels, the strait has become an
active constraint on global energy and trade flows. The purpose of the article is to assess how
this crisis changes the function of South Caucasian corridors, including BTC, SCP/BTE,
TANAP/TAP, the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway and the wider Middle Corridor.
Methodologically, the paper relies on qualitative geopolitical analysis, process tracing,
comparative corridor assessment and scenario analysis. The findings show that South
Caucasian routes cannot replace the Strait of Hormuz in terms of volume. However, their
strategic value is increasing as a form of geopolitical insurance, a tool of risk diversification
and a comparatively safer alternative for Eurasian connectivity. At the same time, the crisis
also increases regional vulnerability: Iran becomes more sensitive toward bypass projects, the
predictability of the North-South route weakens, and transit infrastructure faces greater
political and security pressure. The article concludes that the Hormuz crisis creates not only
economic opportunities for the South Caucasus, but also a new security test.

Keywords: Strait of Hormuz; 2026 crisis; Iran; South Caucasus; Middle Corridor; energy
security; transit architecture
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